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Me. 


He Is Not Far 
By Maud Frazer Jackson 


E ARE so inarticulate to speak 
The joy, the grief, the longing of 
the heart; é 
So dull to hear when friends and loved 
ones seek 

Our sympathy; for now we see in part. 
Along life’s crowded ways we sadly go, 
Chilled, hidden by a mict of loneliness, 
All desolate,— until we come te know 
The Friend Diyine who waits to save 


and bless; 
Whose love is listening for our faintest 
call, 
Reaching to take in His the groping 
hand. 
“Come unto Me”—How tenderly they 
fall, — 
His words! Ye homesick in a weary 
land, 
Christ is life’s Song and never-fading 
Star. 
Seek ye the Lord, and find He is not far! 


Clouds on the 
Educational Horizon - 

For a long time Christian people 
have known that a great many things 
were wrong with our system of educa- 
tion. They have protested, exposing the 
fallacies of the evolutionary theory and 


“progressive” education, but without 
much apparent effect on the powers that 
be. Now it is a satisfaction to learn 
that leading educators are rousing from 
their philosophical slumbers and begin- 
ning to suspect that all is not right in 
their field. Jacques Barzun, a teacher 
at Columbia University, in his new book, 
“Teacher in America” (reviewed in 
Time, Feb. 26), sets off several bomb- 
shells. Here are two: “Hokum has 
become an occupational disease of 
teachers.” “Science teachers may be said 
to contribute the greatest proportion of 
backward-looking, anti-intellectual, me- 
chanic-minded members of the faculty.” 
Fortunately, Prof. Barzun is not alone. 
Dr. B. I. Bell, Episcopal churchman, 
said: “The modern American univer- 
sity ... will not face fundamental moral 
issues. . . . It ignores God and thinks 
and acts as though man is a creature 
who only needs to know the right in 
order to do it. The result... is an 
academic befuddlement which makes 
American university education today not 
a guide out of confusion into order but 
only an additional source of confusion.” 


The Road 


ING SAUL wanted his fortune 
kK told, and* wanted it told by 

someone who was dead! It 
was his darkest hour. The Philis- 
tine host in great force was about 
to strike. Saul had inquired of God 
and had no response. For Saul had long 
been out of touch with God, long been 
walking a pathway of disobedience. And 
now, with fear as to his fate on the 
morrow growing hourly, with no word 
from God, and with Samuel no longer 
at hand, he makes a reckless decision. 
He will use a medium to communicate 
with Samuel, and will inquire of him 
as to what the morrow holds. So, un- 
der cover of darkness, a darkness be- 
fitting the gloomy shadows of his last 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The ways of the Lord are right, 
and the just shall walk in them” 
(Hos. 14:9). « 








Some two hundred business and pro- 
fessional leaders who were questioned 
by Allen B. Crow, president of the Eco- 
nomic Club of Detroit, said they thought 
United States higher education a waste 
of time and money. Dr. A. V. Heeley, 
headmaster of the famous Lawrenceville 
School in New Jersey, said: “American 
education is . . . aimless, unorganized 
and purposeless.” If these words of 
common sense had come from Wheaton 
or Houghton College (as well they 
might), they would not have reached 
the columns of Time magazine; but com- 
ing from Columbia, high church and 
business circles, and a famous prepara- 


‘tory school, they get a hearing. And yet 


leading Christian educators have been 
sounding these same warnings for at 
least a quarter of a century. It is to 
counteract such baleful influences that 
our fine Christian colleges, preparatory 
schools, and Bible institutes have been 
established. Let us not be discouraged, 
but continue to protest against the teach- 
ings “of science: falsely so-called,” and 
support in every possible way our Chris- 
tian schools and colleges. 


to Endor ; 


hours, Saul furtively takes the road ‘to- 
Endor. Heaven being shut to his in- 
quiries, he turns to unholy and forbid- 
den arts to get his information. He 
makes his way to the witch’s abode. 
And for all our boasted advance out 
of superstition, for all our professed ad- 
herence to the Christian faith, large 
numbers of people still travel the road 
to Endor. The poet warns in vain of 
this road as 
.. . the oldest road 
And the craziest road of all! 
Straight it runs to the witch’s abode, 
As it did in the days of Saul, 
And nothing has changed of the sorrow 
in store 
For such as go down the road to Endor. 


The fortuneteller still plies her trade. 
The medium and the clairvoyant enjoy 
a flood tide of wartime prosperity in 
Great Britain today beyond anything 
known since the last war, and as war 
casualties touch more and more Amer- 
ican homes the same thing is likely to 
Eappen on this continent. 
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In our century the ancient art of. 
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necromancy, the supposed calling forth 
of the spirits of the dead, has been re- 
vived and given new honor and a re- 
spectable hearing by association with 
the names of a few men of science. And 
at the present time it is none other than 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding, 
the man who won the Battle of Britain, 
who gives prestige to a wartime revival 
of spiritism. Retired now from the 
R.A.F., Sir Hugh lectures on spiritism 
all over Great Britain to huge crowds. 
He does it quite sincerely to try to bring 
comfort to the war-bereaved. He takes 
nothing for his lecturing, we are told, 


but the same disinterestedness does not- 


mark the mediums who undertake to 
make contact with the war dead. Lead- 
ing mediums make engagements to hold 
seances in various towns, insisting on 
six seances on consecutive days at from 
$75 to $100 for each seance. Adherents 
of organized spiritism have increased 
from one million before the war to three 
million in Great Britain today, while 
other millions not directly connected 
with the ‘movement are dabbling in it 
in one way or another. 


Many of these people are members of 
Christian churches, others have had lit- 
tle or no contact with the Christian 
church. But churched and unchurched 
alike seem completely ignorant of the 
serious warnings of the Bible about this 
attempt to communicate with the dead. 
It is very important, in these days of 
mounting war casualties, that we should 
know what the Bible says about the road 
to Endor before we are tempted, under 
the stress of bereavement, to take that 
road. 

We should know first of all that it is 
a road of disobedience. To seek the 
fortuneteller, the psychic medium, and 
to try to communicate with the dead, — 
all this is to disobey God. All such prac- 
tices belong not to Christianity, not to a 
Biblical faith, but to ancient heathenism. 

When God gave His laws to Israel, He 
strictly forbade all traffic in the arts of 
black magic, common to the heathen 
peoples. “There shall not be found 
among you any one that... useth 
divination, or an observer of times, or 
an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, 
or a consulter with familiar spirits, or 
a wizard, or a necromancer. For all 
that do these things are an abomination 
unto the Lord: and because of these 
abominations the Lord thy God doth 
drive them out from before thee” (Deut. 
18: 10-12). This was God’s law for Israel 
from the beginning of her national life. 

Centuries later, Isaiah warns his dis- 
ciples against such as would in dark 
days urge recourse to the fortuneteller 
or to the spirits of the dead. “And 
when they shall say unto you, Seek unto 
them that have familiar spirits, and unto 
wizards that peep, and mutter: should 
not a people seek unto their God? ... 
To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word, 
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it is because there is no light in them” 
(Isa. 8:19, 20). The law and testimony 
of God’s Word forbids recourse to the 
medium, and such as urge it on us “speak 
not according to this word,” while much 
that purports to come through the me- 
dium is contrary to God’s Word and 
therefore must be an inspiration of dark- 
ness rather than of light. 


Paul was once pursued by “a certain 
damsel possessed with a spirit of divina- 
tion,” — a medium, who said, “These men 
are the servants of the most hjgh God 
...” But even true testimony from 
such a source was not pleasing but 
grieving to the apostle, and he finally 
“turned and said to the spirit, I com- 
mand thee in the name of Jesus Christ 
to come out of her. And he came out 
the same hour.” When those who prof- 
ited from her psychic powers found 
their profits brought to an end they 
fiercely opposed Paul. The apostle un- 
derstood this woman’s powers to be 
due to demon control, and viewed it as 
something wholly contrary to God’s 
will. And in an enumeration of “the 
works of the flesh” Paul includes witch- 
craft, or mediumship in his list of things 
“of the which,” he says, “I tell you... 
that they which do such things shyt 
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not inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 
§:19-21). 

There can be no doubt that the Bible 
makes the road to Endor a forbidden 
road. Such as travel that road disobey 
God, though they may not know it. 
Saul’s resort to the witch was a culmi- 
nating act in a long series of disobe- 
diences. But in First Chronicles it is 
singled out as a crowning act of dis- 
obedience. “So Saul died for his trans- 
gression which he committed against the 
Lord ... and also for asking counsel of 
one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire 
of it” (1 Chron. 10:13). So beware of 
the road to Endor as a road of disobe- 
dience. 

Avoid it, too, as a road of distrust. Saul 
never had really and deeply trusted 
God. He had a sort of fearful respect 
for His might and majesty, but seems 
never to have been “brought nigh” in 
a relationship of personal trust. If he 
had, he would never have persisted in 
his path ofedisobedience. For basically 
men disobey God because they distrust 
Him. If they trusted Him they would 
take His commands as being always for 
man’s good, and would heed them. Dis- 
obeying God shows we call in question 


(Continued on page 217) 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Confession of Sin and 
Sinless Perfection 


Will “you please explain in “Notes on 


Open Letters” the apparent inconsisten- 
e 


cies in the following passages: 
1 John 1:8-10 
- 3:8-10 
- 5:18 
“oa 3:20, 21 
Questions regarding these verses are 
from a group of young people who will 
much appreciate any light you can give 
as to the true meaning of the words.— 
A Pennsylvania reader. 


The warning in 1 John 1:8-10 is 
against thinking or saying that we are 
sinless, and at the same time the pas- 
sage gives us the comforting assurance 
that “if we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins.” A 
parallel passage is 1 Corinthians 10:12: 
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall,” — show- 
ing that even a Christian may fall into 
sin. But again, this is followed by the 
comforting word that God is able to 
keep us (v. 13). 

The later passages in John’s fircy Epis- 
tle, concerning sin, have troubled many, 
but an understanding of the Greek verb 
forms that are used throws much light 
on the apparent difficulties. The late 
A. T. Robertson, one of the most reliable 
authorities on New Testament Greek 
that our country has had, in his “Word 
Pictures in the New Testament” (Vol. 
6, pages 222, 223), hds these helpful com- 
ments on certain phrases of 1 John 3:6-9: 


“Sinneth not —‘does not keep on sin- 
ning.’ whosoever sinneth — ‘the one who 


keeps on sinning’—lives a life of sin, ~ 


not mere occasional acts of sin. . . . The 
habit of sin is proof that one has not 
the vision or the knowledge of Christ. 

“He that doeth sin—‘He that keeps 
on doing sin.’ 


“Doetk no sin — The child of God does 
not have the habit of sin. And he can- 
not sin— ‘and he cannot go on sinning.’ 
Some idea in’ Romans 6:1.” 

The same exposition would apply to 
1 John 5:18. 


There does not seem to be any great 
difficulty in 3:20, 21, which reads: “For 
if our heart condemn us, God is greater 
than our heart, and knoweth all things. 
Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, 
then have we confidence toward God.” 
If there is something in our heart which 
we know to be wrong, surely God sees 
it and is displeased. When a cloud seems 
to come between us and God, and we find 
ourselves defeated and powerless, then 
it is a good time to use David’s prayer: 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: 
try me, and know my thoughts: and see 
if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting.” But 
our confidence is greatest, and we can 
claim the promises of God by faith “if 
our heart condemn us not.” When noth- 
ing hinders our communion with God, 
then we are led on in prevailing prayer 
and we see the power of God made man- 
ifest in our lives. 


. 
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Commentaries from the Clay 


Tablets — Ill 


A set of family archives— 
the Nuzi Tablets 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. Assoc. Prof. of Archaeology, Wheaton College 
Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


N 1925 Edward Chiera directed the 
I excavation of a site named Yorgan 

Tepe, some ten miles southwest 
from Kirkuk in Mesopotamia, the land 
known in ancient times as Assyria. The 
excavation showed that the ancient name 
of this city was Nuzi, and this name 
is. applied to the clay tablets which 
were found at the site. During the first 


‘campaign about one thousand tablets 


were found, and_ successive. work 
brought forth another three thousand.! 


NATURE OF THE TABLETS 


A study of the tablets revealed that 
the first group of one thousand con- 
tained the complete archives through 
four or five generations of one-family 
named Tehiptilla in the ancient city of 
Nuzi. _The tablets found in the later 
excavations belonged to other families 
or to temple archives.2 The variety of 
documents is great, consisting of mar- 
riage documents, wills, loans tablets, 
slavery contracts, lists and inventories 
of objects, and many other types.t ‘ 


SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TABLETS 


The Nuzi Tablets were written about 
1500 B.C., and are significant: because 
they illuminate the background of the 
time of the Biblical patriarchs (2000- 
1500 B.C.). The critical view has held 
that the accounts of the patriarchs (such 
as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) were 
written down in the period between 900- 
600 B.C., and reflect the background of 
that late era. The patriarchs actually 
lived in the period between 2000 and 
1500 B.C., and the Nuzi Tablets show 
that the customs reflected in the patri- 
archal accounts fit into the early period. 
Thus the accuracy of the Bible is at- 
tested to by these discoveries. 

In addition to confirming-the validity 
of the patriarchal accounts, the Nuzi 
Tablets illuminate some of the practices 
that are indicated in the actions of the 
people of patriarchal times. We shall 
note two such items. 


. SALE OF BIRTHRIGHT 

The sale of ,Esau’s birthright to his 
twin brother Jacob (Gen. 25:29+34) may 
seém peculiar to us, and we may won- 
der why he used his birthright to obtain 
the poitage which he desired to get 
quickly. We find light on Esau’s action 
in two of the Nuzi Tablets, which give 
parallel iricidents, showing that in patri- 





1Gelb, Purves, 
Names,” 1943, p. 1. 

2Edward Chiera, “They Wrote on Clay,” 
1938, p. 177. 


MacRae, “Nuzi Personal 


archal times the sale of the birthright 
provided a ready means of obtaining 
some desired object. In one Nuzi Tab- 
let (N 204), a man by the name of Tup- 
kitilla transfers his inheritance rights 
concerning a grove to his brother, Kur- 
pazah, in exchange for three sheep. The 
text of the tablet reads: “Tupkitilla 
shall give it [the grove] to Kurpazah as 
his inheritance share. And Kurpazah 
has taken three sheep to Tupkitilla in 
exchange for his inheritance share.” 1 
Thus we see that the exchange or sale 
of one’s birthright provided a means of 
securing something quickly in patri- 
archal times, just as a pawnshop pro- 
vidés such a means in our day. The 
Nuzi Tablets show that this action of 
Esau fits into the early period. 


ORAL. BLESSING 


After Isaac had blessed Jacob (Gen. 
27: 26-29), Esau came to his father and 
sought his blessing (Gen. 27:38). We 
might wonder why Isaac could not re- 
voke his blessing on Jacob and give it 
to Esau. Again there is light from the 
Nuzi Tablets. They show that an oral 
blessing had legal validity even in a 
law court. One of these documents is 
the record of a lawsuit of a certain Tar- 
miya against his two brothers, who con- 
tested his right to take a woman by the 
name of Zululishtar to wife. Tarmiya 
won the case and was awarded his bride 
because the court recognized the validity 
of his father’s “blessing,” which Tarmiya 
reported as follows: “My father, Huya, 
was sick and lying in bed and my father 
seized'my hand and spoke thus to me: 
‘My older sons have taken wives but 
thou hast not taken a wife and I give 
Zululishtar to thee as wife.’” This text 
conforms with Biblical blessings like 
those of the patriarchs in that it is an 
oral will, with legal validity, and was 
made to a son by his father. In this 
case his father is dying, as is often the 
case in Biblical blessings.1 


PATRIARCHAL RECORDS 


Several other parallels -in the Nuzi 
Tablets show that the practices reflected 
in the accounts of the Biblical patriarchs 
fit into the early period of 2000-1500 B.C. 
It is curious that some scholars still in- 
sist that the patriarchal accounts were 
handed down orally. Cyrus Gordon in- 
dicates such a view when he says, “The 
Nuzu [same as Nuzi] parallels show that 
the ‘picture of patriarchal society was 





1 Article by. Cyrus Gordon in Biblical Arch- 
aeologist on Nuzi Tablets, February, 1940, 
p. 5. : 
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not distorted in the millennium of oral 
transmission before the account was first 
committed to writing. Thanks to the 
Nuzu texts we may feel confident that 
the social institutions have come down 
to us authentically.” 

The outmoded theory of oral trans- 
mission was developed during the nine- 
teenth century when it was held by 
many scholars that writing was a late 
development and would not have been 
available for the records of the patri- 
archal and mosaic eras. As a result of 
the archaeological discoveries, however, 
we now know that there was abundant 
writing in the days of Moses. The Nuzi 
Tablets themselves are just one of many 
pieces of evidence concerning the early 
use of writing. In regard to writing, W. 
F. Albright points out that “we must 
again emphasize the fact that alpha- 
betic Hebrew writing was employed. in 
Canaan and neighboring districts from 
the Patriarchal Age on... . It is certain 
that the Hebrew alphabet was written 
with ink and used for everyday pur- 
poses in the 14th and 13th centuries 
B. C. (shown by excavations at Lachish, 
Beth-shemesh, Megiddo).”2 i 

Writing was obviously available, and 
the obvious answer is that the patri- 
archal accounts were written down 
early. Again the conservative view of 
the Scriptures is supported by the arch- 
aeological discoveries. 





“From the Stone Age to Christianity,” 
1940, pp. 192, 193. 


(To be continued) 
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Highway Evangelism—IV 
Finding Runaway Boys and Giels 
By Mark J. Goodger 


USUALLY spend several weeks in 

Arizona, because many runaway boys 
and girls have been found stranded in 
the deserts of that state. 

As I was leaving Yuma, Ariz., for 
California I met a sixteen-year-old girl; 
she was sitting on a bridge crying. After 
parking my bicycle I sat down beside 
her and asked what was her trouble. 

She said that she had escaped from a 
group of eight girls who were to be sold 
into white slavery within three days, 
and wanted the rest of the group to be 
saved from this horrible life. 

I asked her for detailed information, 
and together we went to the sheriff and 
other’ officials. With the help of these 
officers we found the other seven girls 
in an old house out in the desert, fifty 
miles from the city and highway. Every 
one of them was doped, not knowing 
what they were getting into. 

I praise and thank God for guiding 
me to these girls, all under seventeen 
years of age, and to save them from this 
terrible life of white slavery. They 
were returned to their homes, each with 
a New Testament in her hands, and 
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happy and rejoicing because they had 
found the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. . 


I want to describe one of many ways 
the Lord has shown me in locating run- 
away boys and girls. 


When parents hear of this work they 
write to me; some call me by telephone 
when they know I am in their city; and 
others visit me at My rooms or speak 
to me after a church service. They give 
me the name of the runaway boy or 
girl, with a description and photograph 
if they have one. 


As I travel the highways I find that 
many of the hitch-hikers write their 
names and addresses on the highway 
bridges, route numbers, and signs, while 
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waiting for a ride. When traveling from 
city to city I stop and write these names 
in a notebook and check them with the 
names the parents have given. When 
I find the same names of boys and girls 
written on the signs as I journey along, 
I know which way they are traveling, 
and sometimes I come into contact with 
them later. The Lord has helped me to 
find over a hundred boys and girls and 
return them to their homes. 

It is a great joy to find these run- 
away boys and girls, and I praise the 
Lord for guiding me to them. 

“I will instruct thee and teach thee 
in the way which thou shalt go: I will 
guide thee with mine eye” (Psa. 32:8). 


(To be continued) 


How We Build Up Attendance 


Some familiar methods that are still effective 


By LILLIE PLUEDDEMANN 


ANY Sunday’ schools are asking in 

shese days: “How can we increase 
our attendance?” and, “How can we 
avoid that slump in Sunday school at- 
tendance?” 

This question has not bothered us very 
much during the past few years. In 
fact, our attendance has been steadily 
increasing, not decreasing, except per- 
haps during the vacation months of sum- 
mer, and even then it was not as low 
last summer as in other seasons. The 
growth of our school has not been phe- 
nomenal, but it has been a vast im- 
provement over what it had been in pre- 
vious years. This has been due to 
several things, under the blessing of 
God; and I shall try to say what things, 
according to my opinion, have helped 
our school to be what it is at present, 
and what I think to be the essential re- 
quirements for a thriving and successful 
school. 

One thing that has been of some help 
in creating interest in the attendance of 
various classes is the simple attendance 
chart. It may be of minor importance, 
but I am sure it has been of some help 
in some classes. The names of each one 
enrolled are placed upon this chart in 
bold letters, so it is easjly read, and a 
record is kept of their attendance with 
a colored star. Anyone being absent has 
a vacant space after the name. At the 
end of the quarter, those who were pres- 
ent every Sunday receive a gold star. 
During the next quarter, those who have 
been most faithful in attendance during 
the previous quarter have their names 
at the top of the list of the new chart, 
and the less faithful ones fall in line at 
or near the bottom of the list; and those 
who have not attended at all during the 
past quarter do not get their names on 
the new chart until they come again. 

The use of pennants for the class hav- 
ing the largest attendance, and also for 


the one having the largest collection, is 
a stimulus also toward increased attend- 
ance and collections. 

Another plan, which has worked out 
very well in our Sunday school, is to 
give out Gospel portions and Testaments 
and Bibles for perfect attendance. Also 
gold crosses have been given as recog- 
nition for faithful attendance. 

One pleasant feature we use is a birth- 

day bank. Whenever anyone has a 
birthday during the week, he is asked 
to come forward and deposit his pennies 
in a bank which we have for that pur- 
pose, and while the pupil is doing so, 
the whole school sings: - “Happy birth- 
day to you...” A Bible bookmark, or 
a pretty card, is given to the person also 
as a remembrance. 
’ Once a year we have our regular Sun- 
day school picnic, with races and games 
for everyone, and a treat of ice cream 
or something else, besides a good dinner, 
at our city park. Each scholar is proud 
to belong to our Sunday school when 
that day comes. 

A year ago we had an attendance 
contest between our Sunday school and 
another one at the opposite end of the 
city. We are far enough apart to avoid 
interfering with.one another. This con- 
test lasted from January until Easter, 
and was conducted on a percentage basis. 
The school that had the largest percent- 


_age of increase in atteadance for the 


period won. It happened that our school 
won the contest, just by a small margin, 
although we are the smaller school of 
the two. However, it created a friendly 
rivalry, and both schools benefited 
thereby. The losing school furnished a 
treat at our picnic to our school, and 
we had a joint picnic together, having 
a good time and. gétting better ac- 
quainted. 

A Vacation Bible School during the 
summer months helps also to increase 


‘March 24; 1945, 


a new interest in the Sunday school. 
New pupils are won in that way, and a 
new love for the Sunday school is cre- 
ated. 


In order to attract new pupils, and 
hold those you have, I believe the class- 
rooms and auditoriums where the 
classes meet should be as clean and neat 
and attractive as possible. A beautiful 
place is much more attractive than a 
dark, dingy, and unsightly place. Sep- 
arate classrooms are advisable, or at 
least separate rooms for each depart- 
ment, and if such is not possible, then 
dividing with curtains is helpful. The 
teacher can get better attention if some 
separation is made, and the pupils will 
get more out of the lessons when there 
is no distraction, of any kind. 


I believe in separation of the differ- 
ent departments, each one having their 
own devotionals to suit the different age 
groups; but once a month or once a 
quarter it is well to have the whole 
school meet together. There is a thrill 
in seeing the whole school assembled in 
one body occasionally. We do this when 
we give out our Gospel portions and 
other rewards, once a month, or once a 
quarter, for faithful attendance, and the 
children take great pride in receiving 
these tokens in front of the whole school. 
They also are delighted in. meeting with 
the big school. On special occasions we 
have programs in the main auditorium, 
wherein the younger pupils take part. 
It is a pleasure for everyone to see and 
listen to these messages that the chil- 
dren bring. The parents like to come 
to the adult classes to encourage the 
children. 


A good pianist is of more benefit to a 
school than many realize; also a good 
song leader. If the singing drags or 
lacks “pep,” it will not help that school 
very much. Most people enjoy coming 
to a school where there is good singing. 
Some of these things may seem of minor 
importance, but I believe if we look 
after all these minor details, the whole 
effect will. be vastly improved. - Good 
literature and the best of lesson helps 
are important, too. 

I am leaving the most important-part 
of my message for the last. All good 
equipment in a Sunday school fails un- 
less you have good, loyal, and depend- 
able teachers, including a superintend- 
ent who is devoted to his or her work. 
We need teachers who are willing to 
make sacrifices for the sake of their 
pupils and for the Lord, who are will- 
ing to come Sunday after Sunday and 
be prepared to fill their places, never 
missing unless they are sick or have 
some other real excuse,—and those 
other excuses will be very rare if the 
teachers are really consecrated persons. 
A good teacher is willing to stay in 
on Saturday night and prepare her les- 
son for the next day, and go to bed-in 
time, so she may be refreshed for the 
coming day, and get up early endugh 
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to be on time. She will obtain the very 
best material for home study, and try 
to present her lesson in the most attrac- 
tive way. She will be ready for new 
ideas. She will be friendly and sincere. 
She will make her pupils feel welcome 
and take a personal interest in each one. 
If any are absent, she will send them a 
card, or call them up on the telephone 
and find out what is the matter, or bet- 
ter yet, go and call on them personally, 
and get acquainted with the pupil and 
the family. She will pray for her class 
and for each pupil by name, especially 
for the wandering ones who have gone 
astray, and seek to lead them to Christ. 
That should be her main business: to 
lead all her pupils to a saving knowl- 
edge of their Lord, and then all dis- 
cipline problems and other problems 


will fade. Then her work as a Sunday 


school teacher will be crowned with 
success, and her class will grow. She 
herself will be greatly blessed as she 
tries to impart the knowledge of the 


Bible to others, and her greatest delight 


will be to see young people born again 
through the ministry of the Sunday 


’ school. 


Bay Crry, Micu. 
w 


The Road to Endor 


(Continued from second page) 


the goodness. or the wisdom of God. 
It is to set ourselves up as a better author- 
ity than God on what is good for man, 
and that is to distrust God. The root 
of disobedience is unbelief. 


When people turn to the fortuneteller 
to learn their future they display the 
spirit of unbelief. If they really trusted 
God’s goodness, wisdom, and power, 
they would be content to go into the 
unknown future believing that God 
would be to them all that they need. 
Trusting Him, they would leave all in 
His hands, not asking beforehand to see 
what He has not chosen to shgw us. 
Those who truly trust God do not pry 
into what He has not chosen to reveal. 
To do so is distrust. 


And so is the effort to pry into the 
secrets of the world of departed spirits. 
To do that calls in question the truth 
and sufficiency of what God has told us 
in His Word on the subject,-and that 
again is to distrust God: No really be- 
lieving person can take the road to En- 
dor since it is the very opposite of the 
path of faith that leaves the unseen 
trustfully with God. 


Then, too, this forbidden road is a 


road of delusion. 


Certainly mediumship allows large 
room for the possibility of fraud and 
deception, clever trickery and guess- 
work, and it seems well established that 


‘ all these things play a part.in many a 
modern seance. There are also certain 
powers possessed . by some people and 
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of which we understand but little,— 
psychic powers, as they are called. Some 
degree of mind reading and such out-of- 
the-ordinary powers seem to reside in 
such people. This may explain some 
things they tell purporting to be from 
some departed loved one. 

But when all allowance has been made 
for fraud and for psychic gifts, there 
seems to be some sort of real contact 
With some hidden spirit world that alone 
can account for certain results in spir- 
itism. And this is quite credible to 
Bible-believing people. The Bible 
teaches the existence of both good and 
evil spirits other than departed human 
spirits. It tells us of angels, and it tells 
us of demons (devils). Indeed the Bible 
recognizes Satan and his demons as in- 
spiring the dark worship of heathenism 
and imparting to it the power that keeps 
it such a constant yet dreadful influ- 
ence in the lives of millions. Moreover 
the Bible teaches the possibility of in- 








My Request 
By Edith Gunderson 


ASKED the Lord for riches, thinking 
so 
To pour them at His feet: 
He answered me in tender voice and low 
That He my need would meet; 
But showed me as my earthly gold grew 
dim 
The wondrous joy of poverty with Him! 


I asked the Lord for wisdom’s treasured 
store 
To use in His employ: 
He answered me — and gave me nothing 
more, 
But rather that deep joy 
A fool in this world for His sake to be, 
That more of heavenly wisdom I might 
see ! 
I asked the Lord for power, firm to stand 
And serve Him in the fight: 
He answered me with gentle, strength- 
ening Hand, — 
Told me to trust His might. 
And now my weakness joyfully I face 
That I may manifest His perfect grace! 


I asked the Lord for light, that I might 
see 
The winding path ahead: 
He answered —sent me darkness thick 
— but He 
Marked out the way to tread; 
And now I would not change for any 
light 
The joy of.following Him ‘mid earthly 
night! 


I ask the Lord for nothing now but this: 
That I may nothing be; 
That I may comprehend — —© deepest 
bliss !— 
His all-sufficiency ! 
That Christ, not I, may be to others 


known, 
His all the glory! His, and His alone! 
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tercourse between the evil spirit world 
of demons and this present world of 
men. Christ and His disciples cast out 
demons from people possessed by them, 
people involuntarily under their control. 
In mediumship a voluntary effort is 
made to establish contact with the spirit 
world, and it may well be that a real 
contact is made with those demon spirits 
that seem all too anxious to respond to 
such advances and thereby to secure 
fresh power over the souls of men, It 
is significant that even spiritists them- 
selves admit that there are deceiving 
spirits. 

Many Bible-believing people fear that 
so-called messages from the dead, if 
they be not sheer trickery by the me- 
dium, may be deceiving messages from 
demons who impersonate the dead. Since 
God forbids seeking unto the dead, it is 
difficult to believe that He would permit 
the dead ‘to communicate with us. Sam- 
uel’s appearance at Endor may have 
been a special exception to God’s gen- 
eral rule. This may have had something 
to do with the agitation of the witch. 
Certainly, if there are deceiving spirits 
who seek control over men to lead them 
astray from God, they would welcome 
the opportunity of being received as de- 
parted friends and relatives. It would 
make it that much easier to practice 
their deceptions. 

Certainly, too, much religious error 
and delusion have gone with spiritism, 
much that is opposed to orthodox Chris- 
tian teaching. People have rejected 
plain teachings of the Bible for the pur- 
ported and more palatable “revelations” 
of mediums. 

Finally, because it is a road of dis- 
obedience, distrust, and delusion, the 
road ‘to Endor is a road of disaster. 
There have been sad cases-of mental 
breakdown and of suicide directly con- 
nected with spiritism. The late Dr. F. 
B. Meyer said: “I have known several 
families cursed by recourse to clair- 
voyants and mediums. There are grave 
dangers in these things. When occult 
powers are used for selfish ends it is 
possible for men and women to be filled 
with an evil spirit as was the girl at 
Philippi. People are fools to play with 
the dregs of the spiritual world.” Others 
of us could add a similar testimony to 
this from our own observation and read- 
ing. 

Britain’s wartime revival of spiritism 
is not a healthy religious development. 
The triviality and earthliness of many 
of the purported messages from the 
dead, and the greed of the mediums com- 
bine to justify the British judge who 
labeled it mockery of the dead. In many 
cases it is the resort of people who have 
left God out of their lives. In bereave- 
ment, having no anchor for their souls 
and no comfort for their hearts, they 
have turned to this questionable world 
of the fortuneteller and the medium, 


(Continued on page 228) 
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A Survey of Religious Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


CESS JULIANA of the Nether- 
Pi= has lived during three years 
in Ottawa, Canada, and in that 
time has worshiped in St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church. On her leaving, 
the congregation addressed to her a 
letter of thanksgiving for the liberation 
of the Netherlands, adding: “The mem- 
ory of your stay will long be treasured 
by us and, im particular, we shall keep 
a special place in our affections for 
Princess Margriet, whose baptism in our 
church you have so beautifully com- 
memorated by the gift of the lectern 
in our sanctuary.” 

The Premier of Holland, Dr. Ger- 
brandy, has, during his exile in London, 
attended Scotch Presbyterian St. Co- 
lumba’s Church. On the occasion of his 
last appearance he-asked permission to 
speak to the congregation, and said: 

“Here I have been met by that mighty 
Gospel which, to rich and poor alike, 
to simple citizens as well as to states- 
men, gives the only true support in 
life’s perpetual struggle.” Of the hymns, 
evidently new to him, he added: 

“How splendid they are! They will 
resound throughout my life. I now 
know them by heart and shall teach 
“them to my wife and children, —‘O God, 
our help in ages past,’ ‘Love divine, 
all loves excelling,’ ‘Abide with me,’ 
‘Eternal Father, strong to save,’ and 
above all: 

“Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling; 

Naked, come to Thee for dress, 
Helpless, look to Thee for. grace; 


Foul, I to the fountain fiy; 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die.” 


Pray for the Students of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary.—One of. them writes: 

“A singular lack of private devotion 
characterizes the daily routine of most 
students in the seminary. Some pray 
regularly, but many are so engrossed 
with assignments and field work that 
the Lord is given only the tired and tat- 
tered end of the day, with the perfunc- 
tory recitation of a few words of devo- 
tion as sleep descends. Stricken with 
an uneasy conscience because of the re- 
sultant spiritual aridity, we point a fin- 
ger of scorn at those students who have 
formed prayer groups, and dub them 
Pharisees. But further we criticize some 
professors who do not open their classes 
with prayer, and others who have not 
helped us in our religious life. And yet 
we. fail to search our own souls for the 
causes of our apparent spiritual inade- 
quacy. 
__,“Even though some professors do not 
overabound with the ‘Good News,’ the 


Encouragements and warnings 


from all the world 


Gospel, and have made their spiritual 
calling a routine-ridden profession, the 
main cause of our oo failing lies 
within ourselves.” 


The Universalists and the Federal 
Council. —Some years ago the Universal- 
ists, having received $100,000 from Mr. 
Nash, the “Golden Rule” manufacturer 
of Cincinnati, donated $7,000 of it to the 
Federal Council, yet the Council did not 
receive the donors into its ample bosom. 
Nor does it admit them today. That 
would mean the withdrawal of. impor- 
tant units. Nevertheless in the recent 
test vote in Pittsburgh a third of the 
executive committee voted to grant them 
membership. 

Mr.’ Robert Cummins, the general 
superintendent of the Universalist Gen- 
eral Convention, has stated, in the cur- 
rent Christian Register (Unitarian), 
what Universalists “frankly disbelieve,” 
—the doctrine of the Trinity, the fact 
of the Virgin Birth, the Sacraments, 
literal interpretations of the Bible. They 
deny that religion is a body of truth to 
be believed, the acceptance of which is 
essential to salvation. In other words, 
they deny that “whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” They furthermore deny 
that the church should be distinct from 
the world, a separated society. 

Why then should they seek to asso- 
ciate themselves with those who do be- 
lieve these things? Why declare their 
exclusion to be prompted by “arro- 
gance”? One would commend to them 
the shrewd saying of Lenin, “Before we 
can unite we must separate.” It is a 
good rule, even if from a source not so 
good. ; , 

The frustrated Universalists call at- 
tention to the fact that their ministers 
are prominent in, and in certain in- 
stances, presidents of, local and regional 
federations of churches. 


Hunger for the -Word.—Mr. Enight, 
who is evangelizing among the Indians 
of the Chaco, N. Argentina, writes: 

“One morning two old Pilaga Indians 
came to visit our mission. They wanted 
a Bible; could not read themselves, but 
had. children who could. They had 
walked over a month, working a day 
here and a day there, so that they might 
reach the mission station. The last three 
days they had not been able to obtain 
food, but when they reached us it was 
not bread they asked for, but the Bible.” 
Then he further adds: “One Sunday 
evening in December I was in our back 
yard and saw six Indians mounted on 


‘they bow down and cry, 
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burros. They had traveled over a week 
to get Bibles. Two were chiefs who, 
after a previous visit, had returned to 
their tribes and organized a church 
which had now a regular attendance of 
five hundred people. It is 250 miles 
from here. . 

“They also informed me that fifty 
other Indians were on the other side 
of the river waiting to learn from me 
about God. At 5 a.m., we went thither, 
and I saw a sight I shall never forget. 
They were not young men, able to stand 
the long trip, but very old, some over 
seventy. One chief, pointing to his 
heart, said: 

“I was a bad chief before the Word 
of God came to my heart, but now I am 
@ new man.’” 

In Peru, according to the Student For- 
eign Mission News, the sun is still wor- 
shiped in some places. “Each morning 
the natives gather together in an open 
place to wait for the rising sun to strike 
upon a shield of beaten gold which they 
have faced to the east. When the first 
rays of the early sun strike the shield, 
“O Sun, we 
worship thee as God,—and if thou be 
not God, we worship Him who made 
thee.” 

They are ready for a Pauline colpor- 
teur to say, “Whom therefore ye igno- 
rantly worship, him declare I unto you.” 


South American leaders are not un- 
favorable to Christian missions, unless 
closely tied up with Roman political 
clericalism. President Amezaga of Uru- 
guay “does. not profess religion,” but 
he says, “I know how to value the teach- 
ings of the Bible. They form the foun- 
dations of Christian civilization. I re- 
member the days when, as’a student, I 
listened to Dr. Cubilo, my professor, 
who. not only taught in the university 
but also in the Evangelical Church 
with the Bible as his textbook. I prom- 
ise you, gentlemen, that I will apply,-in 
my mandate as President, the Christian 
principles as found in the Bible.” 

A very large leper colony has been es- 
tablished. north of Asuncion, Paraguay. 
This institution has been placed by the 
Paraguayan Government under the wise 
supervision of a missionary, the -Rev. 
Malcolm Norment, of the Disciples 
Church. 

A young Paraguayan doctor, a former 
student at the Disciples College, after 
finishing his studies at the university, 
went to see his former teacher and in- 
formed him that, after seriously study- 


ing his Bible, he had decided to give up 


his practice in Asuncion, and to dedi- 
cate his life to work among lepers in 
this colony. 


The Spanish Tyndale—The Christian 
churches in Chile, México, Cuba, Para- 
guay, and other Latin American -coun- 
tries have celebrated the four hundredth 
anniversary of the publication: of the 
first Spanish New :Testament in Ant- 
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werp. This was made by Francisco En- 
zinas, a Spaniard who had come under 
Reformation influence and a competent 
Greek scholar. In the Chilean churches 
there was a large increase in gifts for 
Bible Sunday as a result: In Argentina 
two volumes of memoirs written by En- 
zinas were published by the Evangelical 
Union Book Store, La Aurora, in honor 
of the event.. 


The Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile 
Selassie, is charged by Pierre Van Pas- 
sen. with .various cruelties practiced 
upon his opponents. Dr. Tom Lambie, 
who lived in Ethiopia during twenty 
years, much of the time in close contact 
with His Majesty, believes the journal- 
ist’s stories to be unfounded. “His Ma- 
jesty is very kind and lenient toward 
his foes, usually treating them with more 
consideration than they deserve. I am 
in constant communication with Abys- 
sinia and am glad to say that His Ma- 
jesty is the same courteous, Christian 
gentleman as ever. He has had many 
enemies and much to contend with, but 
has. carried himself with dignity and 
honor toward all. When in. exile he 
shared his dwindling small reserves with 
stranded Ethiopians in Aden, Khartoum, 
and Palestine. I know this from per- 
sonal talks with those to whom he had 
sent money. 

“Surely this was a real test of his 
kindness and generosity.” 


The American Inland Mission was or- 
ganized July 6, 1944, in the office of Dr. 
Walter L. Wilson, Kansas City, Mo. Its 
purpose is to reach thousands of com- 
munities in rural. America where 
churches have died out or never existed. 
Already it has ten workers in the Ozark 
regions. Methods: home visitation, dis- 
tribution of Scripture and - evangelical 
literature, daily vacation and Sunday 
schools, evangelistic meetings. It is a 
faith mission with the address, American 
Inland Mission, P. O. Box 8, Springfield, 
Mo. 


Four years ago Miss Ayling and Miss 
Bowman left comfortable Pennsylvania 
to evangelize whites and Cherokees in 
a rocky, timbered section of the Eastern 
Oklahoma Ozarks. Opposition at first, 
schoolhouse meetings broken up! Now 
a beautiful little chapel has been built, 
ahd they are also bringing the message 
of salvation to children in 22 rural 
schools... This takes them many miles 
from their station into communities lit- 
tle touched by the Gospel. 

Miss Jones, having left her Indiana 
home for a rough mountainous section 
of Southern Missouri, travels over hilly 
roads with horse and buggy, and carries 
the message of grace to children in 
eleven. mountain schools. The Rev. A. 
V..Canady and Mrs. Canady, who for 
twelve years have evangelized in North- 
west Arkansas, have joined the Ameri- 
can Inland Mission. 
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How inconceivably important alcohol 
is in the thought of some Christians 
appears from a letter recently received: 

“As soon as I read Ernest Gordon’s 
stuff (on wine and the New Testament) 
I burned it lest someone might read it 
and get confused and go astray. Such 
soul-destroying stuff should not be 
printed. I do nat fall for such untruth. 
My Bible says, ‘This beginning of mir- 
acles did Jesus in Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested forth his glory.’ You poor 
puny creatures put your puny minds 
against God. It is just blasphemy. I 
believe the Bible: you are Modernists. 
There is ‘a portion. for unbelievers.’” 


Keeping pace with the deviltry of war 
and massacre and destruction is the gen- 
eral breakdown of morality in our time, 
the increase in alcoholism, venereal sick- 
ness, and juvenile delinquency. Of this 
we know enough here in America. The 
Irish Times, Aug. 12, 1943, reports, “The 
number of indictable crimes in the City 


‘of Dublin has increased from 3,602 in 


1938 to 9,026 in 1942.” Another Irish 
paper says, “Crime still increases week 
by week in Eire, stricter Civic Guard 
vigilance and stiffer Civic Guard vigil- 
ance failing to stem the rising tide of 
theft, burglary, housebreaking, crimes 
of violence, and sex offenses.” It is 
impossible to find places for young Irish 
criminals in the overfilled reform 
schools. 

So in England, Bishop Chavasse writes 
in The Church of England Newspaper: 
“The remarkable rise in the standard 
of living has not been accompanied by 
any moral or religious improvement 
whatsoever. Instead, we are confounded 
by an epidemic of dishonesty that cor- 
rupts every section of society, by un- 
truthfulness, by a laxity of morals that 
has claimed as many victims of venereal 
disease as air raids have inflicted civilian 
casualties. It is quite possible for Eng- 
land to gain social security and to lose 
its soul. Magistrates in England are ap- 
palled by ‘rising juvenile crime; lads and 
girls in their teens crowd public house 
bars.” 


Advance in South America.—In Cen- 
tral Peru a large area has. been -evan- 
gelized almost entirely by the -printed 
page. Some sixty congregations there 
meet mostly in private houses and are 
completely self-supporting. 

Dr. Rhoden, a Brazilian Catholic priest 
who has written a series of books on 
Christ, Christianity, and the Church, of 
a thoroughly evangelical character, and 
who has a tremendous influence all over 
Latin. America, especially in Brazil, is 
coming .to Princeton Seminary. -This is 
probably his last step-before breaking 
away from Rome. 

In Northern’ Peru the Rev. Edward 
Wyman, of the Church of the Nazarene, 
set out to place a Scripture portion in 
every home in his region, preferably 
by sale. He moved to Piura and was 
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at once warned by the police that no 
evangelical activities would be tolerated. 
Yet in a few weeks he had a stall in 
the market and written license from the 
authorities. At times it has been im- 
possible to keep him supplied with 
books. 


“Spanish Gospel Recordings” (Miss 
Joy Ridderhof, 122 Witmer St., Los An- 
geles) has now recorded in more than 
forty languages and dialects, with a total 
of more than 17,000 discs for phonograph 
and radio use already shipped to vari- 
ous mission fields. These records— _- 

Take the Gospel to those who do not 

read. 

Allow the message to sink in through 

repetition. 

Provide worship, for isolated Chris- «’ 

tians and small congregatigfis. s* 4 

Supplement the labors of overtaxéd 

workers. 

Attract those who otherwise would 

not listen. MAR 

Are used in homes, hospitals, and 

prisons. 

Also in open-air meetings: -- oe et 

The transcriptions for radio , use “are. 
half-hour evangelistic radio programs 
in Spanish and French, containing Scrip- 
ture, prayer, preaching, and singing. 
The Buenas Nuevas Chorus of 20 voices 
sings on the regular weekly Spanish 
transcriptions. These transcriptions are 
used on a number of stations, the largest 
of which is the “Voice of the Andes,” 
Station HCJB, Quito, Ecuador. 


Mission Advance—Nepal Province in 
N. India is a closed land, although there 
are those evangelizing on its edges. 
There is a Scotch church in Darjeeling; 
St. Columba’s, the morning service of 
which is conducted in Nepali. To it 
come Nepalese, Bhutanese, Lepchas, and 
occasional Tibetans to worship God ac- 
cording to the fashion of the Reformed 
church and John Knox. “That the 
Church of Christ has taken root in the 
hearts of these people is a gladdening 
fact for which every Christian congre- 
gation in Scotland may well turn aside 
and thank God. In His providence the 
Church of Scotland has been the chief 
carrier of the Gospel to the great bor- 
derlands of Nepal, Bhutan, Sikkim, and 
Tibet, and a splendid succession of mis- 
sionaries have given themselvés to this 
God-given task,” says Life and Work. 


The Copper Belt of Northern Rhodesia 
is one of the richest deposits in the 
world, and employs some forty-five 
thousand Negroes from many part of 
Africa. The Rhodesian Government has 
committed to the United Missions here 
the building up of a school system, and 
four thousand children are already 
gathered in good school buildings, with 
trained teachers. Night classes for 
miners have also been organized: “As a 
result, there is always a small crowd 
around the big book depot run by the 
United Missions. These native miners 
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are constantly going back and forth be- 
twéen their distant homes and the mines, 
and what they learn on the Copper Belt 
is colported into the distant hinterlands. 
Hence the importance of the Copper Belt 
as a center of evangelism. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. T. Pearson, concerned 
with the spiritual condition of the Brit- 
ish Palestine police, opened their home at 
Haifa to them, and in a limited time en- 
tertained over 800. They also would stop 
twenty-four hours at a police post and 
never leave without having Bible study. 
The Scripture Gift Mission provided 
them with 5,000 copies of the New Testa- 
ment inscribed on the covers with “To 
the men who guard the Holy Land.” 
On one occasion they came upon twenty. 
four Jewish police, each of whom ac- 
cepted a New Testament. 


The Reformed Episcopal Church is a 
constituent member of the Federal 
Council, and the question is up as to 
whether it shall remain, or drop out. 
A writer in the Episcopal Recorder calls 
attention to the way in which such an 
outstanding leader in unbelief as Dr. 
Fosdick has been allowed by the Fed- 
eral Council for years virtually to dom- 
inate the Sunday afternoon radio time 
at its disposal. “If the Federal Council 
purports to be representative of Amer- 
ican Protestantism, why this strange 
yielding of its radio time over a period 
of years to one who is a Baptist? It 
gives one the impression that the Fed- 
eral Council yields its time to Dr. Fos- 
dick because he most closely represents 
the Council’s doctrinal position. ... 
Are, or are not, the churches in the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church willing to have 
Dr. Fosdick preach in their pulpits? 
‘The Federal Council not only endorses 
but goes out of its way to favor Dr. 
Fosdick. If the Reformed Episcopal 
Church continues to be a member of the 
Federal Council, it must do likewise.” 


Mission Notes.—Three thousand Qua- 
saqs from Central Asia have emigrated 
in to Kashmir with their cattle, sheep, 
camels, and horses. They have been 
settled, by the government, at Haripur, 
and Mr. Ryehan of the Swedish mission 
is instructing them. “Their wonderful 
response to the Word of God is very 
interesting. We have distributed hun- 
dreds of books which they love to read 
in groups and families, day by day. They 
have besought us to give them Bible 
teaching.” So when Central Asia is 
closed to the Gospel, Central Asia itself 
travels to the Gospel. 

Mr. Harry Cox of the Sudan Interior 
Mission is working among the pagan 
Hausas who boast that their gods are 
“work and beer-drinking.” Yet they 
have a real fear of death. They have 
adopted Moslem pious phraseology, but 
are not followers of the Prophet. “This 
field is not ‘white unto harvest.’ When 
Christ spoke those words He was refer- 
ring to people who had centuries of 
Jewish training behind them. ... New 
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patients come every day, often from long 
distances. Looking down the road ‘one 
day we saw an old woman slowly com- 
ing with a heavy burden, which proved 
to be a grown woman strapped to her 
back, her own daughter; with a large 
tropical ulcer. The poor mother had 
carried her for ten miles. How grate- 
ful they were for kind words, a house 
to live in, and medical treatment !” 

Two Adi native evangelists have gone 
to Oicha in the Pygmy Forest in Central- 
Africa, leaving home, friends, relatives, 
and big outschools, where’ they were 
successful teachers, to go where they 
must learn a new language, endure far 
more primitive conditions, and live in 
the deep forest. In the farewell meet- 
ing they spoke from the verse: “I must 
work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, when 
no man can work.” 


The Gideons have placed six million 
copies of the New Testament with 
Psalms in the hands of Army and Navy 
servicemen. Mr. McDavid, riding on a 
Georgia road, picked up an elderly trav- 
eler and asked him about his religion. 
He said that he had been an orthodox 
Jew, but was now a Christian. One 
night, in a hotel room, he began reading 
the New Testament in a Gideon Bible, 
continuing until late in the night. The 
next night at another hotel he began 
where he had left off the night before, 
and so on until, in hotel after hotel, he 
had read through the New Testament. 
In this way he came to believe in Jesus 
Christ as the prophesied Messiah. 


Mr. Neprash says of the Russian Bap- 
tists that their sufferings, privations. 
and persecutions have bound them in- 
dissolubly to the Word. Of unbelief 
they want nothing; have had enough in 
their experiences with the godless of 
Bolshevism. Certain leaders in Russia, 
hearing of American Modernism, are 
wont to pray, “Lord, keep foreign mis- 
sionaries away.” At one seminary a re- 
turned student had brought back .a crop 
of characteristic ideas of the American 
apostasy. The students listened politely 
to him until they could stand it no 
longer. Then one opened the door and 
the others took up the young professor 
and set him on the sidewalk. 


Russian Baptists think those of other 
lands are as consistent-in their Christian 
lives as themselves. When one repeated 
a rumor that some American Baptists 
used tobacco, he was publicly rebuked 
by the church for spreading untrue gos- 
sip. 

The -widespread closing of Russian 
state churches has led to a great exten- 
sion of home meetings. This type of 
Christian gathering is peculiarly suited 
to Russian peasant sentiment, and the 
lack of formal organization makes it 
hard to suppress. To. this fact is partly 
due the continuous growth of the Bap- 
tists throughout the Russian nation. 
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It is,reported that English is becom- 
ing a second language in Russia; that 
people everywhere are studying it and 
reading English literature. In the Mos- 
cow foreign library the English section 
is the largest of all. As English is the 
language of Protestant Christianity 
(apart from.German, which will be dis- 
regarded for decades in Russia), this de- 
velopment may be profitable for the ex- 
tension of Protestant influence among 
Slavic peoples., 


“Missions in the Pacific Islands” is the 
subject of a report by Chaplain Hop- 
kins in the World Outlook. He tells of 
one island where, a century ago, two 
or three Polynesian families, who had 
become Christian, settled and evange- 
lized the native people. In a short time 
practically the whole island was Chris- 
tian. The president of the native min- 


isters’ council today is grandson of one © 


of these converts. He is a fine man, but 
his son is a deaf-mute. In his grand- 
father’s time the child would have been 
quickly disposed of. Under the tutelage 
of the missionaries he has learned to 
lip-read, not only in his native lariguage, 
but also in French, and he can read and 
write English, “When I wrote on his 
pad that I was from Virginia he went 
to a small map on the wall and pointed 
out its exact location, although that 
state was not indicated.” He writes 
shorthand and runs a typewriter, and is 
secretary to the missionary head of a 
seminary on another island. 


An American infantryman reports on 
the astonishingly intelligent Christian 
natives of the Marshalls, eighty per cent 
of the people being Christian. During 
the years of Japanese domination they 
have been forced to burn any Christian 
literature in their possession, and have 
been severely punished for worshiping 
God. “Christ has been abolished for- 
ever,” they were told. 


Brief Notes 


Dr. Joseph Parker, when asked how ' 


best one could defend the Word of God, 
replied, “Circulate it.” -The Scripture 
Gift Mission is a minor English society, 
yet its income last year was £52,122, or 
about $4,500 weekly. This sum is the 
highest in its history. So does the Lord 
care for the defense of His Word — by 
circulation. I may add that the income 
of the great British and Foreign Bible 
Society was last year £438,367, or some 
two million dollars, the best in its his- 
tory also. 


For the armed forces of Brazil, 150,000 
copies of the Gospels have been printed, 
with the national colors in the cover 
binding. They have been well received. 


The Russian Gospel Association is 
printing hymnbooks in Russian, for 
which there is a great demand here and 
in South America, and prospectively in 
Soviet Russia. 
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LESSON 2. APRIL 8. THE BOOK AND THE FAITH 


International Uniform Lesson.—Psalm 145; Proverbs 2:1-9; 2 Corinthians 3:1-8; 2 Peter 1:21, 


printed text, Psalm 145:10-19 


Golden Text.—Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations. —Psa. 145:13 


King James VERSION 


Psa. 145:10 All thy works shall praise thee, O Lorp; and thy 


saints shall bless thee. 


11 They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of 


thy power; 


12 To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and 


the glorious majesty of his kingdom. 


13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy domin- 


ion endureth throughout all generations. 


16 Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest.the desire of every 


living thing. 


works. 


17 The Lorp is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 


18 The Lorp is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all 


that call upon him in truth. 


19 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also will 


hear their cry, and will save them. 


14 The Lorp upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those 


that be bowed down. 


15 The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their 


meat in due season. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS a wonderful thing to know that 
I God has spoken to men. There is 

a sense — and a very. important one 
—in which He ever speaks in nature. 
This vast and amazing creation bears 
constant witness to His eternal power 
and wisdom (Rom. 1:20). It tells of a 
personal God behind the universe, who 
sees and hears and is concerned about 
our comfort and well-being. It is un- 
thinkable that He who created the eye 
cannot see, or that He who created the 
ear cannot hear (Psa. 94:9). But He 
has given a more remarkable testimony 
than that of His works, great as they 
are. He has given us His holy Word 
~-an inspired Book consisting of mes- 
sages given through many different 
prophets and divinely commissioned 
representatives, over a period of sixteen 
centuries. In the Bible we have a clear 
revelation of Himself and His holy will. 
And there we read how He has spoken 
in “His Son (Heb. 1:2). In Christ we see 
God fully told out (John 1:18). 

It: is upon .this inspired Word — the 
Holy Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:14-17) — that 
our holy faith is founded, that unfold- 
ing of truth once for all delivered to 
the saints (Jude 3). It is for this that 
Protestantism stands. “The Bible, and 
the Bible alone, is the religion of Prot- 
estants,” was the- declaration of Chil- 
lingsworth years ago, and it still stands 
as a solid bulwark against rationalism, 
priestcraft, and superstition of every 
kind. It should therefore eyer be our 
aim to get to know this Book of God 
better, in order that our faith may “not 
stand in the wisdom of men, but ‘in 
the power of God” (1 Cor. 2:5). Com- 
pared with this precious Volume of 


-truth, all human reasonings are but as 


the chaff to the wheat (Jer, 23:28). When 
we know that God has spoken, faith can 
rést upon that, and so there is an end 
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both to all uncertainty and to all con- 
troversy. “Thus saith the Lord,” setttes 
everything for the man of faith. 


The Historical Setting 


The Books from which the present 
lesson is taken testify alike to the in- 
spiration of the Bible. The 145th Psalm 
was written by David more than a thou- 
sand years before Christ. Proverbs was 
partly written and partly collected and 
edited by Solomon, his son, who suc- 
ceeded him on the throne of Israel. 
The ‘Corinthian Epistles were written 
by Paul about A.D. 60, and Peter’s Epis- 
tles were penned in his old age shortly 
before his martyrdom, which took place 
about A.D. 67 or 68. 


Verse by Verse 

Psa. 145:10—“All thy works shalt 
praise thee, O Lord.” Everywhere in 
creatiqn we see evidences of divine’ de- 
sign, telling of an intelligent, personal 
Creator, who made everything for a 
purpose. The more we contemplate the 
works of God, the more our hearts are 
moved to worship and praise. 


Verse 11—“They shall speak- of the 
glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy 
power.” 'The pronoun “they” refers to 
the saints — the separated ones — spoken 
of in the previous verse. These recog- 
nize the divine authority over all crea- 
tion—that Kingdom of God’ ‘which 
ruleth over all (Psa. 103:19) and is es- 


. fablished in power, so that none can 


successfully strive against it (Dan. 4: 
34, 35). 


Verse 12—“To make known to the 
sons of men his mighty acts and the 
glorious majesty of his kingdom.” This 
is the testimony God has committed to 
His servants, and for this-purpose He 
has led them to put His Word in writ- 
ing, that it might be preserved for all 
men everywhere. 


Verse 13—“Thy kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kipgdom.” It endures through 
all the ages of history and on into the 
ages to come, which constitute eternity. 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 


By this aspect of the Kingdom is meant 
the divine authority which is exercised 
by the great Creator of the universe, no 
matter how rebellious. men, or even 
angels, may be. Sin began in Heaven 
when Lucifer rebelled against this 
authority, and on earth, puny man has 
lifted himself up against God, but His 
power remains, and nought that Satan 
or his followers may do can overthrow 
it or thwart the purpose of God. 


Verse 14—“The Lord upholdeth all 


that fall, and raiseth up all those that 
be bowed down.” God is not an indiffer- 
ent spectator, as He beholds the troubles 
of His people and knows their griefs 
and distresses. He is a God at hand, 
and not afar off (Jer. 23:23), always 
ready to give help and comfort as 
needed. Faith lays hold of this and so 
learns to count upon the Lord in every 
héur of stress and weakness. He is the 
God of all comfort (2.Cor. 1:3). 


Verse 15.—“The eyes of all wait upon 
thee; and thou givest them their meat 
in due season.” All living creatures are 
dependent on His bounty, whether they 
actually realize it or not. It is He who 
gives sun and rain and daily mercies 
to both the just and unjust alike (Matt. 
5:45). 


Verse 16.—“Thou openest thine hand, 
and satisfiest the desire of every living 
thing.” If God ceased to take an inter- 
est in-the world that He has created, 
all life would be destroyed. But He 
who brought the universe into.existence, 
with its teeming billions of animate crea- 
tures, has so ordered His creation that 
there is abundant food for all. 


Verse 17—“The Lord is righteous in 
all his ways, and holy in all his works.” 
The pagan world conceived of deities 
who were vengeful and selfish, cruel, 
licentious, and enemies of mankind, and 
so they sought to placate them by offer- 
ings of various kinds. But the God of 
the Bible is never unrighteous, never 
unholy, but all His ways and works are 
in accord with the perfection of His 
nature. 
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Verse 18.—“The Lord is nigh unto all 
them that call upon him... in truth.” 
This is no deistic conception of an im- 
personal power. back of the universe 
who is uninterested in what befalls the 
creatures He has made. The God of 
the Bible is a living, loving, personal 
Father, who delights to have men call 
- upon Him and who delights to reveal 
Himself to them. No one ever sought 
His face in yain. If there be but sin- 
cerity of heart, He hears every one who 
seeks Him and makes Himself known to 
him, 


Verse 19.—“‘He will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear him.” That is, of those 
who reverently come before Him. It is 
not fear, in the sense oi dread, that is 
here referred to, but that filial fear or 
reverence which should ever character- 
ize those who have learned to know 
Him and to value the revelation He 
has given in His Word. When they cry 
to Him in the hour of their soul’s dis- 
tress, He will hear and deliver them. It 
is this which His written Word makes 
plain to us. None need be afraid to 
venture to act upon its declarations, for 
they are, like God Himself, absolutely 
dependable and infallible. No word of 
God shall be void of power. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Bible not only contains the Word 
of God, but it is the Word ot Goa (John 
10:35; 2 Cor. 2:17; 4:2; Heb. 4:12). That 
is, it is, throughout, a divinely given 
revelation of the mind of God, as to 
man and the world at large, and as to 
the plan of redemption. This is com- 
municated in the very words that the 
Holy Spirit taught (1 Cor. 2:13). As 
we read the holy Scriptures we may 
be certain that it is the Lord who speaks 
throughout, in every Book and every 
chapter... As we study this Word we 
gain the knowledge of God and learn to 
know His power and grace as we could 
never learn them by contemplation of 
His creation, great and wonderful as it 
is. To surrender this Word, to turn 
away from its sure testimonies, is to be 
left to drift in the darkness without 
certainty of any kind. 


A Lesson Outline 
Tue Worp or Gop 

1. God revéaled in His works (Psa. 145) 

2. God made known in His Word (Prov. 
2: 1-9) 

3. The Word of God made living by the 
Spirit (2 Cor. 3:1-8) 

4. The Word of God given through in- 
spired men (2 Pet. 1:21) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


In studying the Word of God we need 
to distinguish between inspiration and 
revelation. All Scripture is inspired by 
God, but all is not a divine revelation. 
In the Bible we have historical records, 
the stories of man’s sin and repentance, 
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1. April 1—The Author ana Perfecter of 
Our Faith (Easter Lesson). 
Matthew 27:57 to 28:10; Hebrews 12:1, 2 


Next Week’s Lesson 


3. April 15.—Pioneers of Faith. 
Genesis 12 to 50; Acts 17:2-18; 
Hebrews 11:8-27 








and many side lights upon the nature - 


and reasoning of man apart from God. 
Then we have, as the answer to all this, 
the wondrous revelation of His love and 
grace as unfolded in the plan of redemp- 
tion, anc the instruction given to guide 
His redeemed ones through this world. 


The first nine verses of Proverbs 2 
give us an infallible rule for obtaining 
the knowledge of God through the faith- 
ful, persistent jstudy of His Word. If 
we.are as much in earnest when we 
read our Bibles, seeking to know the 
truth, as men of the world are, who 
are set on accumulating worldly treas- 
ures, we shall find that for which we 
seek. Most of us read our Bibles too 
cursorily to get much out of them. It 
is the diligent searcher into the Scrip- 
tures who is rewarded richly. 


Summaries and Applications 


A faith that is founded on the wisdom 
of men is not saving faith. : 

Saving faith is founded upon what 
God has made known in Hig Word con- 
cerning our Lord Jesus Christ and His 
redemptive work. 


All nature proclaims the power and 
wisdom of God as Creator. The Bible 
reveals Him as a just God and a Sav- 
iour (Isa. 45:21). 


When you read your Bible, do you 
ask God by the Holy Spirit to open up 
its truths to you? -This was David's 
prayer (Psa. 119:18). 


We all need the Lord to do for us 
what He did for His disciples on the 
day of His resurrection (Luke 24): He 
opened the Scriptures to them (v. 32). 
He opened their understanding that the 
Scriptures might be clear to them (v. 
45). 


God does not open up His Word to 
the cavilers and indifferent readers. He 
looks for earnestness of purpose and re- 
veals His truth to those. who are pre- 
pared to obev it as He makes it known 
to them. 


It is useless to argue about the author- 
ity of the Scriptures with a man who 


has no sense of His lost condition. The’ 


repentant sinner has no difficulty about 
believing the Bible. 


If you cannot believe in the Bible as 
the Word of God, it is because you are 
living .in some sin that the Bible con- 
demns. Judge that sin and the light 
will shine into your soul. . 


We need to learn to test every sys- 
tem of doctrine that is presented to us, 
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by the Word itself. Anything net in 
accord with the plain teaching of the 
Bible is not of God, for Scripture is 
given to make known the truth in all 
its fullness. 
CHICAGO. 
w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT revelations has God given of 
Himself? 


2. Upon what must true saving faith 
be based? 


3. What is the central theme of Scripture? 


4. What work does the Psalmist mean in 
Psalm 145:10? 


5. What is the supreme hindrance to faith 
in the Bible as the Word oi God? 


6. Is it important to know Old Testa- 
ment Scripture? 


7. What is meant by “inspiration of God’? 
(2 Tim. 3:16.) 


8. Why does the Bible continue to be a 
best seller when so many refuse to believe 
it? 

(Answers on page 226) 


w 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
zon and explaining the conditions under which 
lustrations are accepted may be. had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
slip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
oe we ~ shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the tal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Alexander’s Empty Hands.—Thy king- 
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy 
dominion endureth throughout all gen- 
erations (Psa. 145:13, Golden Text). In 
the Imperial Museum in Constantinople 
rests the sarcophagus of Alexander the 
Great. It is the most exquisite example 
of Greek art done in Penteli¢ marble. 
On its sides are carved scenes and sym- 


bols of the Macedonian conqueror. When ~ 


I looked at it I remembered a story 
about Alexander in which he is reported 
to have commanded his friends to bury. 
him with his hands extending outside 
the casket so that all men could see that 
they were empty. Not only did his 
empty hands show that he could not 
take one fragment of his empire with 
him, but that it did not belong to him. 
“The earth is the Lord’s."—From the 
Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Murray, Nebr. 


Our Everlasting King.—Thy kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom (Psa. 145:13, 
Golden Text). When-we believe on the 
Lord Jesus, in Him we have everlasting 
things. Everlasting means lasting al- 
ways. He loves. us with an everlasting 
love. He is our everlasting Light. We 
have His everlasting joy. Underneath us 
are the everlasting arms of the Lord. 
The Lord is our everlasting King — 
From God’s Revivalist: Sent by Emma 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 














Lesson for April 8 


Cause for Thankfulness.—Every day 
will I bless thee (Psa. 145:2). 
Dear Lord, 

I thank Thee for my friendly home, 
Simple though it be; 

I thank Thee for the cool, green grass, 
And for the spreading tree; 

For many days with sunny skies, 
And gentle cooling showers 

That wash afresh the windowpanes 
And quench the thirsty flowers. 


Dear Lord, 
I thank Thee for the lilac bush 
That blooms beneath the eaves, 
And for the trusting little birds 
That nest among its leaves; 
I thank Thee for the daily field 
And for the flowers of May, 
And for the joyous little brook 
That hurries on its way. 


Dear Lord, 
For many blessings round my door 
I lift my heart to Thee, 
As do the happy little birds 
That sing within my tree. 
I thank Thee for my daily strength 
And. for Thy constant care, 
For work to do and friends to love. 
Dear Lord, accept my prayer. 
—From Josephine Courtright, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Hazel 
Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


The Idol Maker’s Faith —All thy works 
shall praise thee, O Lord (Psa. 145:10a). 
Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston, in his in- 
teresting volume, “Bible Criticism and 
the Average Man,” tells of a Presbyte- 
rian missionary in one of the provinces 
of the Malay Peninsula meeting a Lieu- 
tenant-Governor who was an earnest 
Christian, and. yet had never met a 
Christian prior to his conversion. When 
he met this missionary, his first word 
was “Hosanna!” And then he told the 
story of his life. While making some 
new idols at the age of forty, he was 
struck with the wonderful powers of the 
human hand, and he began to reflect on 
the evidences of the power of the Cre- 
ator. He and his wife talked together 
over the matter, and finally they gath- 
ered up their idols and destroyed them 
and began to worship the Being whom 
in their ignorance they called, “The 
greatest in the universe.” Thirty years 
were spent in this way, and at the age 
of seventy he heard of a man who was 
selling a wonderful Book that told about 
this Being. He obtained a copy. He and 
his wife read it together from the be- 
ginning. When they came to the story 
of Paul’s address at Athens about the 
unknown God, he said, “Wife, we have 
been in Athens these thirty years.” The 
knowledge of God came to them through 
this Bible and flooded their souls with 
joy. After meeting the missionary he 
opened a silver box and handed out a 
paper.’ It was the story of his doctrinal 
belief, and the missionary adds, “The 
paper contained everything essential to 
the evangelical Christian faith.”"—From 
Alliance Weekly. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Better Than Jam*The eyes of all 
wait upon thee; dnd thou givest them 
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Mrs. Howard Taylor of the China In- 
land Mission tells in the King’s Business 
how Christ met the need of a missionary 
family in China during the first World 
War. The funds of this family were 
running low, because the exchange was 
very much against China. One summer 
the mother was a bit troubled. She al- 
ways liked to make preserves for the 
children. That summer she felt that 
she ought not to purchase the fruit and 
sugar. She went away to the hills, leav- 
ing the jars empty. When she came 
home she was just turning the key to 
go into her storeroom. No doubt she 
had: been making those empty jars a 
subject of earnest prayer. Suddenly the 
old Chinese caretaker cried out, “Oh, 
do not go in there! That storeroom is 
full of bees.” This missionary was not 
very much afraid of bees, and so she 
opened the door quietly, and there she 
saw bound to those shelves a great mass 
of honeycomb, and the bees were fill- 
ing it with honey just as fast as ever 
they could. Right opposite her were 
those empty jam pots over which she 
had prayed. It was felt that Christ had 
sent the bees and they were left in pos- 
session of the room. One winter there 
was stored there for the use of the fam- 
ily thirty pounds of honey. When the 
children came home they said, “Oh, 
Mother, who would want jam if they 
could have honey like this?”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. Prize 
illustration. 


A Nighttime Call Answered.—He .. . 
will hear their cry (Psa. 145:19). I had 
retired weary from days of constant 
service and broken nights, and at three 
o’clock was awakened by what seemed 
to me the calling of my name. I had 
asked to be called if there was need, so 
I bounded to the: door, and said, “Yes, 
what is it, please?” No answer, and I 
returned to bed, but was sure I heard 
footsteps, and then a call. When again 
there was no answer I asked, “What is 
it, Lord? For whom shall I pray?” A 
burden came for a sick one in the school, 
and then peace which follows believing 
prayer. Next morning upon entering 
the sick room I found her quite normal, 
the crisis having passed. I related the 
strange circumstance to the nurse, who 
said as the clock struck three, weary 
with watching and no sign of improve- 
ment in her patient, she prayed, “Lord, 
I cannot stand more; put us on the heart 
of someone who will pray for us.” Al- 
most immediately the sick one fell 
asleep; also the watcher, neither waking 
until the morning. This occurred dur- 
ing the recent “flu” epidemic—From 
the Alliance Weekly. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


w 
Let Christ be with you, and let it be 
known that His presence is with you.— 
R. C. Chapman, in the Keswick Calen- 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By the late William H. Ridgway 


The Book of Business.—For the Lord 
giveth wisdom (Prov. 2:6). James,,/the 
Lord’s brother, has this to say in the 
matter of wisdom: “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, . . . and it shall 
be given him” (Jas. 1:5). 


In His Book, God has had the Holy 
Spirit put down in simple understand- 
able Hebrew and Greek, translated into 
the same kind of English, at a time when 
the diction of Ben Jonson, Beaumont 
and Fletcher, and Shakespeare was in 
the air. 


God wants His children to be joyful, 
and He is not against some of them be- 
coming prosperous, if they use prosper- 
ity for His’ glory. His Book tells ex- 
actly how to prosper in the right way. 
If you open the Bible about the middle 
you will be in the “Poetical Books.” 
One of these is Proverbs. Here is a 
nice little Bible-reading exercise for 
you. Get a five or ten cent copy of 
Proverbs and with pencil or pen, mark 
those verses that bear directly upon 
the matter of getting on in the world. 
(Prov. 3:5, 6.) 


Every year for half a century, Mrs. 
Ridgway and I have entertained the 
men of the Iron Rose Bible Class at 
dinner. On one of these occasions the 
president of one of Philadelphia’s largest 
mercantile establishments was a guest. 
His company has between 2,000 and 
3,000 stores with some 15,000 to 16,000 
employees. He brought a gift for every 
Iron Roser. It was a copy of the Book 
of Proverbs. “In that little book, boys, 
God tells you how to make good in this 
world and the next,” said the merchant. 


Awhile ago attention was called to 
the late Mr. Elisha Lee, the real head 
of the world’s greatest railroad system, 
the Pennsylvania Railroad. Much of the 
prosperity of the “Pennsy” was said to 
be due to the confidence folks had in 
Elisha Lee and his splendid Christian 
character and Christlike bearing. 


Mr. Lee always carried in his pocket 
a copy of the Shorter Catechism. “It 
has all the religious answers,” he ex- 
plained. Get a copy some day for two 
cents and see for yourself how God’s 
wisdom is put in a shape so you can get 
hold of it. That definition of God, for 
example, and of the Ten Command- 
ments. 

The Saint Factory.—He . . . preserveth 
the way of his saints (v. 8). When the 
late Bishop Thomas Garland was rector 
of the Episcopal Church in Coatesville, 
he brought here an English evangelist, 
Dr. Hay Aitkin. For the first and only 
time there was a “protracted meeting” 
and a “mourners’ bench” in this church. 

I am going to take a paragraph or 
two to pay a little tribute to this splen- 


their meat in due season (Psa. 145:15). ° dar. did man, Bishop Garland. After leav- 
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ing Coatesville he was chosen by: Bishop 
Whitaker as his assistant. 

“Our Taum,” as his wife called him, 
said to me, “Will, I gave up a fine posi- 
tion in a Pittsburgh steel company be- 
cause I felt called to preach the Gospel. 
I find I am nothing but a bishop's secre- 
tary. If you know of a small church 
somewhere which needs a rector, I wish 
you would let me know.” 


“Small church,” indeed! Bishop Whit- 


aker died, and the Episcopal Church . 


folks knew when they had a really big 
man, and they made him Bishop Gar- 
land. I might,add the man who took his 
place in the Pittsburgh steel company 
became one of the heads of it. 


It was Rector Garland who brought 
Dr. Aitkin to Coatesville for a series of 
evangelistic meetings. Dr. Aitkin was 
tall and gaunt and had long gray whis- 
kers. ‘He made you think of one of 
the old prophets. And how he could 
preach! I never missed a sermon. . 


He had a sermon in which he com- 
pared this world to a great factory, 
and its business the making and turn- 
ing out of saints. If we could locate 
ourselves outside this world we would 
see flowing out from it men and women 
saints upon whom the Lord Jesus had 
put the finishing touches. Such as Chip- 
pendale on his “creations.” 


No, things in this world are not al- 
ways beautiful and comfortable. Work- 
shops rarely are. The beautiful pic- 
tures and rugs and easy chairs are in 
our homes. The only hangings at Chip- 
pendale’s windows were cobwebs, and 
his ceiling was hung with half-made 
furniture drying out. 


One of the greatest sermons I have 
ever heard was to a great crowd of 
men by Dr. Aitkin. Leaning away out 
over the high stone pulpit he held in 
his left hand an imaginary set of scales 
such as Justice is often pictured as hold- 
ing. With his right hand he put in one 
pan of the scales all those things God 
gives men, and men hold dear. Health, 
honor, family, home, friends, fortune, 
and so forth. Then the Devil comes, 
and in the other pan of the scales he 
places the urge of an appetite, the tin- 
gling of a nerve! 


The late Dr. Jefferis, who was with 
me, and a great preacher himself, said 
at the close of the sermon of which I 
have given a small crumb, “Will, that’s 
preaching! I think Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
and the older prophets preached like 
that — and looked like Aitkins.” 


Inspiration—Holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost 
(2 Pet. 1:21). If a fellow can beliéve 
that Peter knew what he was talking 
about, that settles the authority of the 
Book for us. Anyone who writes can 
understand the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, even though God _ speaking 
through “holy men,” is an entirely dif. 
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ferent thing from what is about to be 
mentioned. 


This writer believes that God still has 
His hand in the affairs of men. I hap- 
pen to know God helps me write these 
lesson notes. As the Editor knows, I 
write these notes months ahead. As it 
comes time for printing I go over the 
lessons again and “put on their party 
dress,” as I call it. There is many a 
lesson I look at and wonder how I came 
to write it. Then I will get a letter 
from one or more people later on telling 
me what a blessing that particular les- 
son had been. Where did it come from? 
How did it get on the point of my pen? 

I have thought that Shakespeare’s 
“The Quality of Mercy,” Kipling’s “Re- 
cessional,” and many more from Whit- 
tier, Bryant, Holmes, Longfellow, 
Lowell have come in that very way. 
God guided thought and pen. 


It is hard work to put many words 
end to end with a pen. What work 
for Dickens and Thackeray! But notice 
their work still lives. The modern “best 
seller” of yesteryear, pounded out on 
a typewriter, is forgotten in tomorrow- 
year. Who reads “If Winter Comes,” 
“Anthony Adverse,” or “Trilby” nowa- 
days? ' 

All the words in the Bible were set 
down carefully .and tediously, not to 
say painfully, by hand, under the direc- 
tion of the Holy Ghost. I am writing 
this note on highly calendered foolscap 
paper with a stylographic pen which 
runs smoothly along using the ink inside 
of it. Hebrew and Greek words do not 
flow from the pen like English. Paul 
makes great account of writing “with 
my own hand.” 

Yes, while, of course, we lesson writers 
are not inspired by the Holy Ghost, in 
the same sense as were the writers of 
the Scriptures, yet our lives are ordered 
by Heaven. Every good, effective ser- 
mon will be so ordered. All the great 
preachers I have known have been men 
who have gone into the pulpit after a 
talk with God about the message to be 
preached. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

The Greatest Book of All (Luke 4:16-22). 

N THE little Sunday school where I 

grew up, occasionally a former mem- 
ber, on a visit back home, would be 
present. He would be introduced, and 
perhaps say a few words, telling what 
the Sunday school or its teachers had 
meant to him, or he might be asked 
to lead in prayer. Sometimes we 
youngsters used to wonder if we’d ever 
be grown up like that and come back 
home—a somebody—to visit Sunday 
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school. What would we tell the chil- 
dren then? : 

One Sabbath the Lord Jesus was back 
in His home town of Nazareth. In Luke 
4:16 see if you can find anything that 
tells whether He was regular in going 
to church (synagogue). Will you’ be 
dropping in to this church some Sun- 
day twenty years from now? That 
depends on how regular you are now. 
When the Lord visited church in His 
home town, He read from the Bible and 
explained it. It wasn’t a pulpit Bible 
like ours in the ehurch, nor yet a 
smaller. Bible, that He carried. It was 
a rolled Bible called a scroll (show a 
model or a picture), all written by hand, 
and-containing only one Book of the Old 
Testament. He knew just where to find 
the part of the Book He wanted. Could 
you turn quickly to Isaiah 61 in your 
Bible? The Lord chose a part of His 
Bible, written 700 years before, that was 
a prophecy concerning Himself. He read 
it to the people and explained it. You 
may read Isaiah 61:1 and 2 as far as 
the comma. (Help the children to un- 
derstand it.) 

Did you ever find anyeverses in the 
Bible that just fitted you? You surely 
will some day if you read the Bible 
thoughtfully. The Lord told the people 
that the Bible was coming true right 
in their own. day: “This day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your ears.” That 
was the day for them to believe in the 
Lord their Bible told about, and re- 
ceive all the good things it promised 
He would do for them. April 8, 1945, 
is the day for you to believe in the Lord 
your Bible tells about, and receive all 
the good things it promises He will give 
you. Bible words are still coming true 
today. 

You probably know that we have more 
Bible now than the Lord Jesus had. 
(Begin a blackboard outline or chart 
with “Bible” at the top, and “Old Tes- 
tament” and “New Testament” as head- 
ings: for-two columns under it.) . The 
number of Books in each may be 
counted in the index, then added to the 
outline in parentheses. Explain that this 
quarter’s lessons will take us right 
through the Bible and we want to learn 
the names of all the Books in the great- 
est Book in all the world. First come 
the Books of the Law. Add io the chart. 


Give something of their content and 


author, and locate them in the Bible. 
We must read and remember (memo- 
rize). and do God’s law. “So shall I keep 
thy law continually for ever and ever” 
(Psa. 119:44, Memory Verse). 

Some type of memory device usually 
adds a spur to the memorization of these 
difficult Bible names. Cards printed to 
resemble a ‘bookcase, accompanied by 


gummed “books” may be secured for 


either Testament from David C. Cook 
Publishing Company, Elgin, Ill., for 55 
cents a dozen sets. A® “Ladder Climb- 


ing Contest” chart, as described by Os-- 
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Lesson for April 8 


car W. Hallin in Tue Sunpay ScHoou 
Trmes, September 4, 1943, may be made. 
Next week’s article will include instruc- 
tions for making a little leafiet for each 
Book, which will preserve information 
and provide drill material. 


Bucxsport, MAINE. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our 
Father, we thank Thee for these strong 
words about Thy Kingdom. It is not 
a frail and temporary kingdom such 
“as some of those found upon the earth, 
but its boundaries are everlasting, and 
its citizens are upon firm ground. We 
pray for the extension of Thy Kingdom 
among men, and we ask Thy blessing 
upon Thy rule in all the earth. May, 
Thy mercy be upon us in all the days, 
and in all parts of Thy dominion. We 
ask it in the name of the King of kings. 
Amen. . 


After the Lesson—What is it that 
makes a successful life? Men try hard 
to discover the answer to that question, 
and yet that answer is not so very hard 
to find. It is right here in this lesson. 
We are told that God will fulfill the 
desires of all those that fear Him. Do 
you rest upon God’s promises for the 
blessings that you hope to have? Has 
He ever refused to hear you in any 
prayer offered to Him in simple faith 
and real trust? No, to submit our re- 
quests in prayer to Him is directly in 
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tune with His directions for our best 
life. Sometimes we do not think of all 
this when we are looking ahead to the 
path that we should like to follow. If 
it is His path for us then we need not 
fear to follow it. We ought to learn 
from these studies of ours in the: Scrip- 
ture what a wonderful God we have, 
and how thoughtful He is in fulfilling 
our needs. Do we often think earnestly 
enough about offering hearts filled with 
praise for God when we bow in prayer 
before Him? Let us repeat together the 
verse, “All thy works shall praise thee, 
O Lord; and thy saints shall bless.thee.” 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
bd 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. : 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Loving God and One Another (Luke 4:16-22). 
Quiz 

1. What town did Jesus live in when He 
was a boy? 

2. When He came back there, to what place 
did He go? 

3. What did He do there? 

4. Why did He read that prophecy? 

8. Did the people believe what He said? 


HE lesson story today is just a few 
words telling how Jesus came back 
to His home town of Nazareth, where 
He had spent His boyhood, and went 
to the synagogue on the Sabbath Day. 
He always did that. It was His habit. 
We can get one good lesson for the 
children from this. On Sunday, every 
child should be in his place in Sunday 
school, and then in church. Too often 
parents are not careful to be there them- 
selves, and see that the children form 
the Sunday school habit. Then, many 
children never stay to church. We have 
failed to make them feel that church 
is for them, as well as Sunday school, 
Too many Sunday ‘schools have sung 


Sunday school is over, 
And now we're going home ! 
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Then when Jesus went to church, He 
had a part in the service. When they 
asked Him to read the Scripture, He 
did it. 

Another lesson for children — and for 
adults, too: Take your part in the serv- 
ice. We have all smiled at the man who 
came home from prayer meeting and 
told his wife what a fine meeting they 
had, and after quite a bit of detail, re- 
marked, “I prayed.” But we are all just 
as human as he. The service in which 
we have part is the one that brings 
us the greatest blessing. 

Jesus read from the prophet Isaiah, 
and then told the people that He was 
the fulfillment of that prophecy. They 
heard Him, but they didn’t understand 
Him. They began to look around and 
whisper to each other, “Where did this 
man learn to preach? These are gra- 
cious words, but, isn’t He the son of 
Joseph the carpenter?” And they were 
angry at the Lord Jesus and refused to 
listen to His words. 

Do any of the children, or adults, go 
to Sunday school and church and hear 
God’s Word read, and listen to the 
teacher and the preacher, and then go 
away not believing or heeding God’s 
message to them? y 

The people who heard Jesus speak 
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that morning in the synagogue at Naz- 
areth, and did not believe in Him, are 
some day going to be judged and con- 
demned for their unbelief. 


Some day every child in your class 
who fails to believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ is going to be judged and con- 
demned. What a terribly serious thing 
this matter of teaching is! How much 
prayer and study we should put into it! 
Our giving out of the Gospel is the most 
importaht thing we can ever do. Do we 
give it the most important place? Do 
we put first things first? 


Mopesto, Cauir. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 222) 


1. His works and His living and written 
Word. 


2. Upon the definite testimony of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

3. Redemption of sinful man _ through 
God’s Son, our Saviour. 

4. Works of creation, commonly called 
“Nature.” 

5. Sin in the life, of which one refuses to 
repent. 

6. The Old Testament is important in 
itself as the divinely inspired record of 
what God did during those days. It was 
the only Bible of the early Christians, and 
was corroborated by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is necessary as a background for the 
right interpretation and understanding of 
the New Testament, and, with the New 
Testament, it makes up the whole of God’s 
Word which is given to us for “doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
_ good works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 

7. It means that God gave to His servants 
His own Word (Old and New Testaments), 
so that they were enabled to give it to us 
without any human error. 

8. Men’s hearts are failing for fear, and 
they are seeking something they can cling 
to. Some have a superstitious regard for 
the Bible that makes them want to own 
a copy even though they never read it. 
Many are finding the Saviour through read- 
ing the Word, as it is faithfully distributed 
by earnest Christians. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
Tae ANCIENT Book AND THE Livinc Gop 
(Proverbs 2:1-9; "2 Peter 1:21) 
«¢y HAVE never known anyone who 
used the Bible very much,” con- 
fided a young person, “so how could I 
know that it was such an important 
Book !” ’ 
Is Bible reading a customary habit 


in your circle of friends? If not, why_ 


not start a new custom? Get acquainted 
with the Word of God, and help others 
to learn to know the living, loving Lord 
through His Book. 

Although more people than ever be- 
fore seem to be purchasing the Bible, 
why do so many fail to read and enjoy 
it? Perhaps they did not get the right 
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introduction to it in childhood; they may 
have tried to read it; but did not un- 
derstand it; antagonistic comrades may 
have built up a prejudice against Bible 
reading. 

Look in the first Scripture selection 
above for some practical advice on why 
we should know God’s Word. Notice 
that “if” we do certain things, “then” 
God will give certain responses. Check 
with tiny figures in your Bible eight 
things that the Lord wants us to do with 
His “words,” such as: “receive my 
words,” “hide my commandments with 
thee.” 

When all of this counsel has been 
obeyed, “then shalt thou understand the 
fear of the Lord, and find the knowl- 
edge of God.” “Then shalt thou under- 
stand righteousness, and judgment, and 
equity; yea, every good path.” Now look 
for six different phrases that show what 
God, through His Word, does for us, 
such as: “giveth wisdom,” and “pre- 
serveth the way of his saints.” 

This quarter, as we get a compre- 
hensive view of God’s plan through the 
ages, we shall see how God spoke at 
different times. Classes that are mak- 
ing panoramic charts might like to out- 
line them in the shape of an open Bible. 
For this lesson younger girls might 
make small, open-Bible folders with 
suggestions for increasing their inter- 
est in the Bible. 

What advice would you give for the 
stimulation of Bible study in your own 
home and personal life, or among your 
friends? 

Does your family have a daily worship 
period? 

Do you have regular, personal daily 
devotions? o 

Do you ever read the Bible aloud to 
friends? 

Are you making a definite study of 
any portion of Scripture? 

Can you recommend helpful pcertions 
to those with specific preblems? For 
this last point, make your own choice 
of helpful Scripture, or secure one of 
the available lists to have on hand when 
you need such counsel. Find chapters 
on such topics as: faith, love, comfort 
in sorrow, temptation, victory, Heaven, 
and others. Collect favorite verses and 
chapters from members of your own 
family and friends. When a particular 
verse or chapter has been of help to 
you, share it with someone else. 

In which of the following ways has 
Bible study been helpful to you? It 
convicts when we are wrong; gives 
counsel when we are puzzled; warning 
when we are tempted; inspiration when 
depressed; courage when weak; and 
comfort in times of pain and sorrow 
(Psa. 19). 

“What does the expression ‘the Word 
of God’ mean?” a young girl wondered. 
“The Word of God” is more than a fig- 
ure of speech. The Bible represents 
God’s voice as it.came to God-inspired 
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men, and even today it has present- 
tense power to bless. Have you noticed 
that when we permit the Holy Spirit to 
open to us the words that God once 
spoke, it is God speaking in person to 
our own souls! 
ALPauGH, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the title of this lesson, 
“The Book and the Faith,” suggests 
that we take the occasion to note how 
the Book—which is the Word of God 
—the Faith, and the Lord Jesus Christ 
are bound up in one great thought. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





THE BOOK AND THE FAITH | 
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Lesson for April 8 


These three are one in a very real and 
a very inspiring sense. The thought 
might be specially recommended to 
weak- and wavering Christians. First, 
let’s get faith in its proper place. We 
are apt to think that the faith which 
we ourselves exercise is of most im- 
portance. It is important, but at best 
it is not always reliable. There come 
times when our faith wavers and seems 
insecure. But the faith is a different 
thing: it is the faith of the Lord Jesus 
Christ: That has never-failed-and never 
will; Look at Galatians 2:20: “I am 
crucified. with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now. live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me.” 

In these terrible times when the faith 
of many is being strained to the break- 
ing point, it is a blessed thing to know 
that the faith of the Son of God stands 
immovable and unconquerable, like a 
great pylon to which we can cling in 
perfect security while the storm rages. 
And that storm may be one on the in- 
side of a fellow, a storm that no one 
knows about except God and himself. 
Such are often the hardest storms we 
have to face. 
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The Lord Jesus died on the cross not 
only that believing sinners might not 
perish, but also that believing sinners 
might have power to overcome sin in 
their own lives while in the flesh. “I 
live by the faith of the Son of God.” 
Then there’s the Book—the Word of 
God. That is the Lord Jesus Christ, too. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God” (John 1:1). The Book —the 
Word—is the Bread of Life. Jesus 
said, “I am the bread of life” (John 6: 
35, 48, 50, 58). 

Now here’s an interesting thing: for 
nearly two thousand years tradition and 
romance have been woven around the 
possibility of the preservation, as a relic, 
of some physical object related to the 
person of Jesus Christ. As, for instance, 
the cup He used at the Last Supper, 
called “The Holy Grail,” or His seam- 
less robe, the central object of one of 
the world’s recent best sellers, entitled 
“The Robe.” If the identity of eithe. of 
these objects could be established be- 
yond doubt, literally millions of people 
would journey half -way around the 
world merely to behold them with their 
own eyes. The sepulcher where the 
body of our Lord is supposed to have 
lain or any spot where His hands or 
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feet: are supposed to have touched have 
through the centuries been shrines, the 
mecca of many millions of -worshipers 
from all parts of. the earth, who wished 
that they might for a moment see or 
touch something that was related to the 
person of Jesus Christ. 

But, oh, look, fellows! right there on 
your table is the Book, the Holy Bible, 
the living Word of God, which “was 
God,” the one and only object in all 
the world which is actually a part. of 
the: Lord Jesus Christ Himself. You 
can pick it up, you can handle it, you 
can look into its depths with your own 
eyes; in it your soul can feed upon the 
nourishing Bread of Heaven. It is the 
one way God has preciously provided 
by which you can shake hands with 
Jesus Christ, yea,—and I say it with 
all reverence,— place your arms around 
Him ! 

So then: The Book, Jesus Christ, the 
Faith! What a triad of terms—of, 
realities! What an armor to put on and 
live by! 

JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 


bd 


To that bliss there will be no end, and 
all defilements excluded.—Dr. A. T. Pier- 
son, in the Keswick. Calendar. 
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Leviticus and Romans 8:28 


Wm. M. Smith has prepar- Joshua Stauffer has writ 
ed a new course in Leviticus ten fourteen sermons from 
that shows types of Christ in various angles of Romans 
: 8:28 and they are available 
the five great offerings in a neat book of 108 pages 
and dispensational teachings with the author's’ picture in 
in the seven great feasts. the front. 
Send $1 for the 20 Lessons and the Book 


Union Bible Seminary Dept. 26954 Westfield, Indiana 
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HARASSED and HOMELESS 
Among the neediest people today 
REFUGEES 
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A Voice From Beyond 


and other poems 


; Composed by 
PHILIP E. HOWARD 
President of The Sunday School Times Co. 





A ‘collection of heart-stirring poems, 
the reading of which will bring pleas- 
ure to every Christian. 


Paper bound, 50 cents postpaid 
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The Road to Endor 


(Continued from page 217) 


and taken as genuine what purports to 
be messages of comfort from their dead. 

It was no help to Saul that he con- 
sulted the witch of Endor. It did 
not make him repent. It did not 
enable him to escape the defeat and 
death that came the next day. Disobe- 
dience and distrust never made anyone 
better, never delivered him from, his 
sins and troubles. 

There is but one way to prepare our- 
selves for bereavement and for all the 
sterner side of life. It is to get right 
with God and keep right with Him. It 
is to make life a walk with God, to 
feed on the Word of God, to rest on 
the promises of God. Such as. do these 
things need not turn to the very ques- 
tionable arts of the medium for soul 
comfort. That people do so declares 
afresh that the human heart must cling 
to something, and when it departs from 
Him for whom it was made, it finally 
resorts to superstition and to darkness. 
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The Young People's | 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 8 


Resources for Christian Living 
(1 Pet. 5:6-11) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 

WO vitally important truths run 

parallel all through the Epistles, 
where we find the rules of faith and 
practice for Christian living. One is 
that God does for the believer what only 
God can do. He redeems him, sancti- 
fies him, keeps him, empowers him, in 
ways in which no human wisdom or 
strength or ability can possibly suffice. 
In face of this truth the Christian is 
rightly exhorted to put the whole re- 
sponsibility on God, and trust Him to 
the limit to.supply every need. 

But the parallel truth is that God has 
made certain provisions whereby the be- 
liever is to exercise himself in his own 
behalf. In the strength that God _pro- 
vides, the Christian is to “stand fast” 
(Eph. 6:13, 14). God provides the armor, 
but the believer must put it on (Eph. 
6:11). God has provided His Word, but 
the believer must read it and feed upon 
it. God has provided a direct approach 
to Himself through prayer, but the Chris- 
tian must exercise the use of it. It is 
very much the same as your parents’ 
provision of food in your home. Your 
responsibility is to go to the table and 
eat. Until you do, you receive no bene- 
fit from it. Likewise, your. participa- 
tion in the life-giving quality of fresh 
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air is dependent upon your breathing 
it in. 
4 

When you became a Christian and 
were accepted into church membership, 
very likely the minister cautioned you, 
either publicly or privately, as to your 
responsibility. He cautioned you to 
“avail yourself of the duly appointed 
means of grace,” so that you might at- 
tain a healthy, normal Christian growth. 
It is these “means of grace” that we are 
to think about in this week’s prayer 
meeting. 

If one of these “means” can be placed 
above the others in importance, it is 
prayer, for prayer has been likened to 
the Christian’s breath. You do not 
snatch a few deep breaths in the morn- 
ing, and then try to go along for the 
rest of the day or for the balance of the 
week without breathing. On the con- 
trary, you breathe regularly and sys- 
tematically. So important is this that 
the human body’s breathing is con- 
trolled by the so-called involuntary 
muscles. However, in the spiritual life 
there is no such involuntary control of 
prayer. We will not “find” time to pray, 
but we must make it and provide for it, 
if we are to keep spiritually healthy, and 
strong. It must be regular, and not spas- 
modic. We must plan for it in the natu- 
ral course of our daily life, and not 
merely seize upon it in times of emer- 
gency or distress. 

wg 


Closely associated with our prayer life 
will be the careful and regular reading of 
God’s Word. Here, again, there must be 
regularity and persistence. We do not at- 
tempt. to eat enough at one sitting to 
last us for a week. Neither should we ° 
expect to find food in God’s Word in 
such a manner. We should not bolt our 
food, or snatch it hastily on the run. 
Neither may we expect to find spiritual 
help by attempting to race through 
God’s Word in any such manner. Tak- 
ing time to read carefully and meditate 
upon what we read will pay marvelous 
dividends of spiritual health and growth 
which can come in no other way. 
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Our daily lives are influeneed to a 
remarkable degree by those with whom 
we associate. We can scarcely pick up 
a daily newspaper and not find an ac- 
count of some young man or young 
woman who has been led into crime or 
disgrace through evil companions. Our 
associates in the Christian life likewise 
have a remarkable influence upon our 
Christian living. If we associate with 
those who love the Lord Jesus and are 
earnestly seeking to serve Him, -our 
Christian lives will be strengthened, en- 
couraged, and enriched. If we seek the 
fellowship of those who care little for 
our Lord, or who are careless in their 
Christian conduct, very soon we shall 
find ourselves following their example. 

It is true that all who attend church 
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are riot necessarily consecrated, consis- 
tent Christians. But one thing is cer- 
tain, we shall find a larger percentage 
of them there than in any other walk of 
life. Our responsibility is to select a 
church which stands true to the funda- 
mentals of the faith, the inspiration of 
the Scriptures, the deity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the like, and to align 
ourselves with it, and give it our whole- 
hearted support. Here we shall be built 
up, and strengthened in the faith by the 
preaching and teaching of the Word, 
and inspired to consecrated Christian 
living by the example and counsel of 
fellow Christians. 
ve 
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Proper food, proper breathing, proper 
friends, all have a very definite part in 
the physical growth and well-being. 
But, if we never took any exercise, we 
could not hope to have strong, normal 
bodies. The Christian who does not ex- 
ercise may likewise expect to be spir- 
itually weak and flabby. The Dead Sea 
is so called because it has no outlet. It 
takes all that flows into it and gives out 
nothing. The Christian who has no out- 
let in Christian service falls short in 
spiritual health. The church and young 
people’s society afford some of the best 
opportunities for Christian service. Do 
you sit back and let someone else carry 
on the work in your young people’s 
group, or your Sunday school, or your 
church? .Or, are ‘you willing, by God’s 
grace, to carry your share in making it 
possible for others to know Him? 


$8 
It will be a healthy exercise for each 
of us as we consider these resources for 
Christian living, to look back over the 
past year and ask ourselves just how 
much we have grown spiritually. Our 
growth will be exactly in proportion to 
the extent in which we have shared in 
the various means of grace God has put 
at. our disposal. If our growth has not 
been steady and satisfactory, let us ask 
God to show us plainly where we have 
failed to make use of the-means He has 
provided. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Children at Home 
A New | Name 


By Mabel C. Stewart 


é¢y OOK, they have chairs, 
table !” 

“Where do they sleep?” 

“Behind that curtain. I have seen the 
beds.” 

“The tablecloth is very beautiful. And 
such dishes! They must have cost a 
lot of money.” 

“Of course, silly. These people are 
rolling in wealth. They live like kings. 
Look, there is even carpet on the floor !” 


and a 
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“Why have. they come to our village 
and pitched their tents here?” 

“Who knows? Probably they are of 
the Government.” 

“No, they are the people of God. Look, 
they are putting on their hats; they are 
coming outside! O Raddi, come quick ! 
The white women are coming out!” 

A dozen pairs of curious eyes had been 
peering through the tiny windows and 
under the door flap of the missionaries’ 
tent. Now a dozen women and children, 
all like children in their eagerness, were 
waiting to see what the white women 
would do. Seven-year-old Raddi came 
running, just then, from jthe village. 

“Raddi? Why is she cailed that?” 
asked one of the missionaries. 

“Raddi? Oh,” laughed the women, 
“she is nothing of value—just waste, 
something to be thrown away.” 

The missionaries remembered then 
that the word was used for wastepaper. 
Anything not wanted, to be discarded, 
was “raddi.” “But why was she given 
such a name?” they insisted. 

“Well, her mother already had four 
daughters, and no sons,— poor unfortu- 
nate,—so when this one came along, 
instead of the longed-for son, what else 
could they call her?” 

‘Poor little Raddi did not seem to mind 
her name much, not as much as a little 
girl in America would. Probably she 
was accustomed to the idea that in ‘In- 
dia girls are not as welcome as boys. 

Raddi belonged to the “outcastes” of 
India, all of whom, for long generations, 
have felt themselves, “raddi,” of no 
value. When they had been despised 
and scorned and pushed about, not even 
allowed to draw water from the village 
well, how else could they feel? 

But from some of the despised ones 
of this village a few had heard of Christ 
the Friend. of the poor and lowly, and 
it was to teach them more of Him that 
the missionaries had come. Little bright- 


eyed Raddi especially attracted them. 


“Raddi,” they asked, “will you take us 
to your mother’s house? We'd like tu 


' visit with her and the other women.” 


‘Raddi’s dark eyes danced, and she 
glowed all over with pride. She, among 
all the crowd, had been singled out ‘to 
lead the way! “Oh, yes, indeed, Miss 
Sahiba,” she said, “I’ll be glad to!” 

Past a green wheat field-and through 
a sugar cane patch Raddi eagerly led the 
way. Around the stagnant pond, where 
buffaloes were wallowing, and women 
were washing clothes, to the houses on 
the outskirts of the village, they came. 

Raddi ran ahead: “O Mother,” she 
called, “the white women from the big 
tent beyond the fields have come! They 
are coming to our house!” 

Raddi’s mother was almost as excited 
as her young daughter. Quickly she 
pulled down the rope cot which was 
leaning against the mud wall of the 
house, and spread a not-too-clean home- 
spun cloth over it. “Mine is a worth- 
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less house, not fit for you to visit — but 
come, sit here,” she said. 

A big crowd of women and children 
had gathered, all the poorest of the poor 
— India’s outcastes. 

“Pastor Gulam Masih has visited your 
village, hasn’t he, and taught you some- 
thing of the Christian way of life?” 


asked the missionaries. 


“Yes, he has been here, and told us 
of Jesus. Some of us are baptized Chris- 
tians. But he comes so seldom, and our 
heads are thick; how can we learn?” 

“We shall teach you something today, 
and every day we are here, and little 
by little you will learn. Some of your 
children can go to school, and there they 
will learn a great deal. Now Raddi here, 
why couldn’t she go to the boarding 
school in the city?” 

“That worthless one!” someone 
laughed. “You will be trying to teach 
our cattle next!” 

“We could never send our children 
away from home,” said Raddi’s mother; 
“anyway, I can keep Raddi busy enough, 
looking after the baby.” 

It was not until some months later 
that Raddi’s parents were persuaded to 
send their little girl to the mission 
boarding school for girls. Timidly she 
took her place with the beginners, who 
were noisily learning the alphabet. 
“Alif, bay, pay!’ they shouted at the 
top of their lungs. Soon Raddi was 
shouting with the others. 

“We cannot have a girl in our school 
named ‘Raddi,’” Baid the teachers one 
day. “No one here is worthless. Let’s 
call her Barkate. That means ‘bless- 
ing,’ and she really is a blessing, for 
she is always cheerful and helpful.” 

Sc Raddi became Barkate. She had 
never been so happy in her life. For 
one thing, she had plenty to eat, of sim- 


_ ple, nourishing food. She loved to watch 


the big schoolgirls prepare the food, and 
often she fanned the fire, or brought 
water, or even helped to pat out the flat 
cakes of whole wheat bread. She had 
good, substantial clothes, too, made at 
the school, and they. were clean, for 
every Saturday she and the other girls 
had to wash their clothes. She rapidly 
learned to read and write, and thor- 
oughly enjoyed all her school life. It 
was not all work, either. Every day 
there was some time for play. In her 
village home there was always the baby 
to look after, or some other work to do, 
so she had never really learned to play. 

One day, after Barkate had spent some 
yeers in school, the missionary in charge 
told the girls about a new project — the 
adult literacy campaign. 

“You know,” she said, “there are many, 
many grown-up people in India who 
cannot read.” 

“My parents and grandparents can’t 
read,” thought Barkate. “Very few in 
our village can.” 

“An effort is now being made,” the 
miccion2ry went on, “to teach them, and 
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this new kind of primer has-been writ- 
ten, from which they can learn easily. 
Even you schoolgirls could teach some 
grown person. Wouldn’t it be fine if, 
while you are home for your summer 
vacation, you could help someone learn 
to read?” 

When Barkate went to her village 
home for vacation, she took one of the 
new primers with her. 

“Mother,” she asked, “would you like 
to learn to read?” 

“Who? Me?” answered her mother. 
“Don’t be so silly.” 

“It’s not silly,” insisted Barkate. “Look, 
this is a new kind of book. You can 
learn to read it.” 

“How foolish! Let’s see the book.” 

“See, there is a picture of a rajah,” 
said Barkate. “The print is big and 
plain.” 

Patiently Barkate taught the words. 
Little by little her mother learned them, 
until finally the day came when she 
could read. 

“To think,” she told the neighbors, “that 
I ever called this one ‘Raddi’! Why, 
she is the smartest of all my children. 
‘Barkate,’ a blessing, she is, in very 
truth.” 


New WILMINGTON, Pa. 
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Dr. Pettingill’s Engagements - 


IMEs readers who live in or near 

any of the following cities and towns 
will doubtless be glad to know when 
they may hear Dr. William L. Pettingill, 
the well-known Bible teacher and 
writer, whose articles have frequently 
appeared in these columns. His schedule 
for the coming months is as follows: 

Mar. 29 to April 6.—Baptist Tabernacle, At- 
lanta, Ga, 

April 8-12.—Augusta Road Baptist Church, 
Greenville, S. C. 

April 15-19.—Robbins Baptist Church, Rob- 
bins, N. C. 

April 22-29.—Evangel Baptist Church, New- 
ark, N. J. 

May 3, 4.—Perry Baptist Church, Perry, 
Mich, ° 

May 6-10.—Gospel Tabernacle, Port Huron, 
Mich, 

May 13-18.—Callender Memorial Church, 
Wilkinsburg, Pa. 

May 19-24. — Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America, Cicero, Il. 

May 27-31.—Third Baptist Church, Owens- 
boro, Ky. 

June 3-14.—Buffalo Avenue Baptist Church, 
Tampa, Fila. 

June 17-21.—Berea Baptist Church, Plant 
City, Fla. 

June 24-28.—Baptist Church, Winter Haven, 
Fla. 

Those who desire further information, 
or who would like to arrange for other 
meetings with Dr. Pettingill, may write 
to him at 1709 N. Scott St., Wilmington 
25, Del. 





ve 
Prayer is unlimited in its possibilities 
of attainment, as the Word of God is 
unhindered in its powers of achieve- 


ment, in the believer—Gordon B. Watt, 


M.A., in the Keswick Calendar. 
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A New Youth iets 


EADERS and sponsors of young peo- 
ple’s groups are usually on the look- 
out for program material for young 
people’s meetings. Many will, there- 
fore, be glad to learn of a new quarterly 
manual that has just been begun by the 
Young People’s Committee of the Bible 
Presbyterian Church. It is called 
“Truth for Youth.” The first issue, cov- 
ering the first quarter for 1945, contains 
some seventy-two pages bound in an 
attractive, heavy paper cover and meas- 
uring 7 by 10 inches. It contains prayer 
meeting topics and suggestions for each 
Sunday in the quarter,—four topics on 
“The Bible,” four on “The Christian 
Life,” and four on “Bible Doctrine.” 
After each topic-treatment is a blank 
page, which the leader or counselor may 
use for personal notes, and thus keep 
all material for-any particular meeting 
together. There are also special articles 
on prayer and music, and recreational 
pointers for young people’s get-togethers. 
On the whole this quarterly should 
find wide acceptance among young peo- 
ple’s groups that desire attractive, up- 
to-date, and, above all, sound and spir- 
itual material for their meetings. The 
subscription price for “Truth For Youth” 
is $1.75 per copy, yearly; or 50 cents 
per copy, quarterly. It may be obtained 
from the Young People’s Committee of 
the Bible Presbyterian Church, Haddon 
and Frazer Aves., Collingswood, N. J. 
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Temptations which find us dwelling 





- in God are to our faith like winds that 


more firmly root the tree (Jas. 1:2-4) .— 
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With the New Books 


The Ten Strings. By Herbert Lockyer. 
(Morning Cheer Bookstore, Box 3, Phila- 
delphia 5, Pa., 25 cents.) Here is Dr. 
Lockyer’s unusual study of praise to 
God “upon an instrument of ten strings” 
(Psa. 144:9), which many have heard 
him give. Following a brief review of 
the meaning of “ten” in Scripture, he 
writes of the ten strings that each of us 
has: the feet, hands, ears, eyes, tongue, 


- and heart. He shows what all of these 


can or cannot do when they are cruci- 
fied with Christ and yielded to Him. He 
weaves into his chapters appropriate 
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lines from Francés Ridley Havergal’s 
hymn, “Take My Life and Let It Be.. .” 
A concluding section has to do with 
“The Preparation of the Instrument,” 
and here Dr. Lockyer quotes in full the 
old poem, “The Touch of the Master’s 
Hand.” This is a Scriptural, interesting, 
and appealing study of consecration. 


Encyclopedia of Bible Life. By Made- 
leine S. and J. Lane Miller. (Harper and 
Bros., New York 16; $4.95.) Mr. Miller 
is a Methodist minister, who, with his 
wife, has traveled in the Bible lands. 
In this book, Mr. and Mrs. Miller seek 
to present “the social and religious back- 
grounds” of the Bible (Preface, p. vii), 
and thus “to make a significant contri- 
bution to visual Biblical education by 
presenting to teachers, ministers, and 
students a compact source-book of fully 
illustrated information bearing upon the 
people whose faith and habits and skills 
produced the Scriptures” (p. viii). 

To accomplish their aim, the authors 
have compiled 493 pages of material, 
divided into twenty-two main sectiors, 
dealing with (1) Agriculture; (2) Animals; 
(3) Apparel; (4) Archaeology; (5) Arts 
and Crafts, and running on through such 
subjects as (10) Geography; (14) Musi- 
cal Instruments; and (22) Worship. For 
the most part, the authors have sought 
information at the hands of well-known 
scholars, such as William F. Albright, 
of Johns Hopkins, and Millar Burrows, 
of Yale, who, though often liberal in 
their interpretations, seek to be accurate 
in the factual data. 

It would have been helpful if the 
writers had put in more specific biblio- 
graphical material with page references 
for the careful student who wishes to 
check sources. For example, on page 


287, under the heading, “Canaanite In-, 


fluence on Hebrew Music,” the writers 
say, “Albright, in his ‘Archaeology and 
the Religion of Israel’ stresses emphati- 
cally the influence of the Canaanite 
hymns upon Jewish Psalms.” The Fun- 
damentalist would seriously question 
this idea, and yet, if he wished to check 
exactly what Albright had said, he 
would not have a page or section num- 
ber to guide him ‘to the appropriate part 
of Albright’s book. 

The authors at first appear to take 
almost a satisfactory view of the Scrip- 
tures when they state, “We. accept the 
point of view of Dr. Albright that to 
date nothing as been unearthed which 
seriously challenges the main trend of 
events recorded in Scripture. We see in 
Biblical archaeology a blow to destfuc- 
tive criticism and believe that a Dal- 
anced appreciation of the Bible will bless 
students who place textual criticism and 
archaeological findings side by side .. .” 
(p. vii). In many places, however, the 
book reflects a skeptical view of the val- 
idity of the Scriptures, as evidenced in 
such statements as the following: “The 
Queen of Sheba (Saba), legendary or 
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otherwise, was evidently a’ south Are- 
bian merchant of no smiall means” (p. 
122), which would imply a possible mix- 
ture of legend and fact in the Bible. 
“We feel that the author of the 1 Kings 
narrative of the Temple-building in- 
dulged in exaggeration of Solomon’s 
fabulous wealth when he wrote: ‘Solo- 
mon overlaid the house within with pure 
gold ...’” (p. 95). It is not safe to 
accuse the recorder of the acts of Solo- 
mon of exaggeration, in view of the 
fact that we have so much archaeolog- 
ical evidence which does illuminate and 
confirm the era of Solomon (see THE 
Sunpay Scnoot Times, “Archaeology and 
the Age of Solomon,” January 1, 8, 15, 
22, 29, February 5, 1944). Reflection of 
the evolutionary viewpoint is found in 
the statement that “possibly 150,000 years 
ago primitive man drove out prehistoric 
animals from caverns they had occupied” 
(p. 234). 

Much of the material in this encyclo- 
pedia would be more useful to the min- 
ister and Sunday school teacher if he 
could be sure that it was uniformly true 
to the Scriptures. The non-specialist 
can not always spot a liberal interpreta- 
tion, which may be quite unsupported 
by the facts, or for which there is no 
pertinent factual material. 


we 


Res Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons; issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 2 to 8 

Mon.—Psalm 119:1-8. Walking in the Law. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIoNns: “Blessed are the 
undefiled in the way, who walk in the 
law of the Lord.” - In keeping the Lord’s 
commandments, seeking Him with all 
the heart, and by keeping out of evil, 
we walk in the good ways of God. For 
to do what the mind owns to be right 
and good, the heart must receive 
strength from the Lord. The Psalmist 
prayed, as we must, “O that my ways 
were directed to keep thy statutes!” 
Pray for the Bible Club Movement, 1505 
Race St., Philadelphia 2. 


Tues.—Psalm 119:9-16. The Cleansing Word. - 


PRAYER SvuccEsTions: "”Wherewithal 
shall a young man cleanse his way?” 
By heeding God’s Word, we are made 
clean. “Clean through the word” is 
what Christ said to His disciples. The 
entrance of God’s words give light. The 
washing of water by the Word is the 
only way to clearising from sin and hid- 
den faults. Take heed of what God says 
and you will flee to Christ, the fountain 
for sin and uncleanness and the One in 
whom are all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. Pray for Keswick 
Colony of Mercu, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


(Lesson for April 8) Mar. 24,1945 


Wed.—Psaim 119:33-40. 
Understanding the Testimonies. 


Prayer Succestions: “Incline my heart 
unto thy testimonies.” God’s testimonies 
are wonderful and are loved by those 
who know them. Being founded in 
faithfulness, they can be rejoiced in and 
trusted forever. God’s symbols and 
statements of truth will only profit us 
as we are given a heart that inclines to 
these testimonies. Obedience to God 
enables the soul to understand them. 
Pray for Braille Circulating Library (for 
the blind), Y.M.C.A. Bldg., Richmond, 
Va. ; 


Thurs.—Psalm 119:97-104. Loving the Precepts. 


Prayer Succestions: “O how love I 
thy law!” By reading and meditating 
on God’s Word with pleasure, and re- 
fraining from every evil way, we show 
love to God’s righteous directions for 
life and godliness. Love is the fulfilling 
of the law. God will have no slaves. 
Without love, our obedience is as sound- 
ing brass and like a tinkling cymbal. 
Pray for the Day School Gospel League, 
53 Millwood Rd., Toronto 12, Can. 


Fri.—Psalm 119:105-112. Light From the Word. 


Prayer SuccEstions: “Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, anda light unto my 
path.” The Word reveals God, His will, 
our sinful selves, and our duty to God 
and man, Without a word from Heaven, 
we would be left to the bewilderment 
that comes from many discordant voices. 
God’s Word gives light for life and in 
death. Pray for the Hebron Mission, 
1200 State St., Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Sat.—Psalm 119:129-136, 
Wonderful Words,of Life. 
Prayer Succestions: “Thy testimonies 
are wonderful.” Wonder grows with 


every new insight into the perfect wis- - 


dom. of the Scriptures. The foolish think 
gems of everlasting truth are of little 
value; but the wise know, as all men 
ultimately will, that they are true, won- 
derful, and eternal. If we do not see 
their glory here, we shall feel their truth 
and power in the world to come. “The 
law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
the soul: the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple” (Psa. 19: 
7). Pray for the Wycliffe Bible Trans- 
lators, Inc., 1305 N. Louise St., Glendale 
7, Calif. 


Sun.—Psalm 119:169-176. 
Righteousness of the Commandments, 


Prayer Succestions: “All thy com- 
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n 
mandments are righteousness.” One #@& © 


proof that the Bible is-not of men, = 
nor can it be of the Devil, is that Oon0 
what it condemns is evil and whatit 2Oo@> 
commends is only good. Paul sums it —_ 2 
up thus: “The law is holy, and the @@ © 
commandment holy, and just, and rs = 
good.” All the badness is in us, and e-—c 
all the goodness is in the Word. Pray ze 

for the India Gospel League, 412 W. we 


Eighth St., Elyria, Ohio. 
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